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Evening and Morning and at Noon 
will I pray, and cry aloud, and he 
will hear nay voice. 

Psalm 55, 18. 
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The Publisher of this Manual 
of Devotions, (apparently the 
Work of Bishop Synge) finding 
it quite out of print , has had it 
revised and corrected by the fa- 
vour of a Very Reverend Dean ; 
who recommends it as a use- 
ful collection of Prayers and 
Devotional Meditations, for the 
seriously disposed individual of 
every denomination of Christians. 



TO THE 



TRULY HONOURED 

THE LADY J, C. 


MADAM, 


A T your request these ensuing/Vay- 
*^ers and Meditations were composed, 
which I here present to your view $ 
Hot that you want my weak instruc- 
tions, for you are known to be so good 
a proficient in God’s school, and have 
more of this heavenly language by 
heart, than I can instruct you hy pre - 


cept. 

The Meditations I have taken from 
the Psalms of that sweet singer of Israel , 
the royal Prophet : and this k£y opens 
not only the kingdom of grace, but the 
kingdom of Heaven too: it being an ex- 
act composure of all Christian virtues. 

No worshipping can be more true or 
more spiritual than the Psalter , said 
with a pure mind and a hearty devo- 
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EPISTLE DEDICATORY. 

tipn. For David was God's instrument 
to the Church , teaching and admonish-* 
ing *(as our duty is to each other) in 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 
making melody unto the Lord. 

In your voyage to the Almighty, you 
might have (I doubt not) abetter chart 
or compass to sail by than this form of 
prayer which I prescribe, yet I beseech 
you, encourage others* by your pious 
example to feed upon this milk for 
babes (those lyho are weak) by tast- 
ing of it yourself. 

So recommending it to your pious 
acceptation, wishing you all the hap- 
piness that this earthly paradise can 
afford, whilst you remain upon earth, 
and at the last a crown of immortality 
and glory in the highest heavens, is the 
earnest desire of. 

Madam, 

Your humble and faithful 
Servant in Christ Jesus, 
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rt - THE 

DEVOUT COMPANION: 

CONTAINING 

JHtfcttatfotts anti $ragns 

For every Day in the Week , Sfc . 

A PREPARATORY PRAYER AGAINST 
WANDERING THOUGHTS AND VAIN 
IMAGINATIONS* 

Thrice holy , bfc*ced, and glorious 
Trinity , three persons and one 
God , have mercy upon me, a 
miserable sinner l 

fh ALMIGHTY God, the only 
^ giver and bestower of all good 
things, and without whose special 
favor and grace, no one hath power 

B 
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10 A Preparatory Prayer, 

to perform any spiritual duty as be 
ought to do. O Lord, I know not 
what to pray for as I ought; O let 
thy Spirit help my infirmities, and 
enable me to offer up a spiritual 
sacrifice acceptable unto thee by 
Jesus Christ. 

II. Make me to remember into 
whose presence I am come, and 
with whom I have to do; even with 
a God of infinite Majesty ; before 
whom the cherubims veil their fa- 
ces, as being astonished at the pre- 
sence of so great a God as thou 
art. How dare I then, a most vile 
and sinful creature, who am but 
dust and ashes, presume to appear 
at this time before thee ! who have 
drunk iniquity like water, breaking 
so often thy holy, laws and com- 
mandments, by the committing 
those things thou forbiddest, and 
leaving undone those good things 
which thou commandest. 

III. But I come unto thee, O 




A Preparatory Prayer. 1 1 

Lord, in the Name of thy dear Son 
Jesus Christ the righteous, who hath 
redeemed me with his most preci- 
ous blood. O then look upon me in 
him, and for the merits of his suf- 
ferings, pardon all my sins, and 
blot out my offences; strike an 
awful reverence in my soul, that 
I may continually keep a watch 
over all my thoughts, words, and 
actions, lest by presumption, and 
want of due reverence unto thy 
Deity, I should turn my prayers in- 
to sin. 

IV. Give me a lively apprehensi- 
on of all my wants and necessities, 
and a right understanding, both of 
those blessings 'Which I have re- 
ceived from thee, and of those great 
mercies which thou hast promised 
to bestow on them that ask theb ; 
that so I may be endued with ex- 
pressions both for prayer and thank- 
fulness; and may become able, l>y 
the assistance of thy grace to pour 
out mysoul continually before 1 1 ie k . 



12 A Preparatory Prayer. 

Support me with faith, that I may 
come with a good assurance unto 
the throne of grace, to offer up 
my earnest supplications-unto thee; 
and let me not go away from thy 
presence without a blessing. 

V. Grant, O Lord, that this holy 
exercise of prayer may prove a 
delight unto me ! O make me con- 
stant and diligent in the use of it ; 
ever remembering the speedy ac- 
cess the prayers of the faithful have 
in thy presence, and what a great 
privilege it is for poor mortals to 
unfold their wants, and lay open 
their desires and griefs before thee. 

VI. Ever, O Lord, let the end of 
my prayers be to thy glory; always 
exercising a conscience void of of- 
fence, by offering up my thanks- 
givings for mercies received, as I 
shall be earnest in suing for those 
gifts and graces I stand in need of. 
Grant this, O heavenly Father, for 
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Meditations for Sunday . 13 

the sake of thy dear Son, my only 
Saviour and Redeemer. / imen . 

MEDITATIONS FOB SUNDAY. 

fT^HIS is the day which the Lord 
hath made, a day of rest to our 
bodies and for the benefit of our 
souls. O let us rejoice and be glad 
in it all the days of our lives ; leaving 
off our worldly thoughts and em- 
ployments, and be seeking after 
our future happiness. 

II. Great is the Lord, and great is 
the honour of this day above all 
others. The Jews keep holy the 
seventh day, and we Christians the 
Sunday or Lord's day : They, in 
their sabbath, were especially to 
remember the creation of the world, 
but we in ours, the resurrection of 
Christ, who hath made a way for 
us into that better world which we 
expect hereafter. 
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14 Meditations for Sunday. 

III. This convinceth the folly of 
the Jews, who are so superstitious 
in observing the ceremony of rest, 
as that they think they ought not to 
prepare them food for their bodily" 
sustenance on the sabbath day, 
neither do any work, though it be 
for the refection of life itself. 

But God, in the institution of the 
sabbath, so rested, (whose example 
we ought to imitate,) as that he 
ceased not in resting from doing 
good, but in ceasing to create; he 
continued to preserve, of which our 
Saviour saith, My Father worketh 
hitherto , and I work. 

IV. This day is set apart to be 
employed in the worship and ser- 
vice of God: First, more solemnly 
and publicly in the house of God, 
from whence you ought not to 
absent yourself, unless sickness or 
some extraordinary occasion pre- 
vent you. Secondly, fit home pri- 
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Meditation* for Sunday . 15 

vately praying with your family, 
or in your closet exercising those 
other duties of reading and medi- 
tation. 

V. O praise the Lord then, O my 
soul, and enter into contemplation 
with thyself upon all his mercies ! 
Consider what a great benefit it is 
to thee, that there is such a set time 
weekly for thy spiritual relief and 
comfort; cast off all worldly busi- 
ness then, and freely embrace this 
joyful day of harvest, whereby we 
may lay up in store for the whole 
week, nay even for our whole lives. 

VI. This day furnishes us with 
that golden rule by which we may 
square all our actions, and at last 
attain to the perfection of him 
whom the royal psalmist> makes 
mention of to be a pattern of true 
goodness, and tells you. The Lord 
ordereth a good man's going; and 
maketh his way acceptable to him- 
self: Though he fall , he shall not 
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1 6 A Morning Prayer 

he cast away; for the Lari uphold- 

ethhim with his hand. 

VII. The law of God is in his 
heart, and his goings shall not slide. 
O send out thy light and thy truth, 
that they may lead me, and bring 
me unto thy holy hill, and to thy 
dwelling. And that I may go to 
the altar of God, even to the God 
of my joy and gladness; and upon 
the harp will I give thanks unto 
thee, O God, my God. We wait for 
thy loving kindness, O God, in the 
midst of thy temple. 

A MOANING PKATER FOR SUNDAY. 
FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD. 

T^T OST mighty and gracious God, 
who hast brought me out of 
the night’s darkness into the mar- 
vellous light of thy truth, that I 
may rejoice in the day of my visita- 
tion and salvation, whereby the 
day-spring from on high hath visi- 
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for Sunday. 17 

ted me ; vouchsafe me the unspeak- 
able benefit of thy heavenly suc- 
cour. 

II. This day make me to hear 
thy voice* and not harden my heart 
through unbelief or deceitfulness 
of sin, but that by faith I may enter 
into thy promised rest. Give grace 
unto me, O Lord, and to all people 
to walk circumspectly and diligent- 
ly, to do such good works where- 
with thou mayest be well pleased ; 
so that walking in thy ways, and 
according to thy commandments, 
I may work out my own salvation 
with fear and trembling ; that as 
my body draws nearer the grave, 
my soul may approach the nearer 
heaven. 

HI. O Lord, I beseech thee to 
be merciful unto me ; and as of thy 
goodness thou givest me time to 
repent, so of thine infinite mercy 
give me a true, holy, and perfect 
repentance, never to be repented 
of : And grant, O Lord, that I may 
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18 A Morning Prayer 

unfeignedly resolve and effectually 
labour to amend my life this day, 
even unto my life’s end, that so I 
may never be tempted above what 
I am able to bear, 

IV. I am beginning the week ; 
but, alas! I begin not to reform 
my life and conversation, but the 
more weeks pass over my head, the 
greater burthen of sin I take upon 
me, and the more defile my consci- 
ence : day by day 1 run on in my 
wickedness, and never say to my- 
self, What have I done? If I should 
at this week’s end, cast up the ac- 
count of my good deeds, how few 
lines, alas, would they contain! 

V. O Lord, I beseech thee, par- 
don and forgive me all my sins ; * 
remove them out of thy presence 
as far distant as the east is from the 
west. Accept me in the death and 
passion of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, 
that when I shall come into thy ho- 
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for Sunday. 19 

ly temple, to compass thine altar, 
my prayers may come up before 
thee as incense, and the lifting up 
of my hands, even like to an even- 
ing sacrifice. 

VI. And as I desire that thou 
wouldest hear me calling upon thee 
in my prayers, so give me grace 
to hear thee calling upon me in thy 
word. It is the word of truth, 
wisdom, righteousness, and recon- 
ciliation, which is able to save my 
soul in the day of the Lord Jesus; 
Grant therefore, that I may hear it 
with reverence, receive it with 
meekness, and mingle it also with 
faith that so it may accomplish in 
me that good work, for which thou 
hast sent it. 

VII. I know not, O Lord, how to 
worship thee as 1 ought : My sins 
have made a wall of separation be- 
twixt thee and me, so that neither 
my prayers can ascend up unto thee 
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20 A Morning Prayer, be. 

as they should nor thy graces de- 
scend upon me as I would desire 
them. O break, I beseech thee, 
this partition wall, slide thou down 
intothesecrethabitation of my heart 
by thy mighty power, and strength- 
en every corner of that neglected 
house, by the brightness of thy H- 
himination : Feed thou every secret 
part, both of my mind and body: 
Keep me from sin, and let me serve 
thee this day in the sanctuary. 

VIII. Bless those messengers of 
thine O Lord, that break unto me 
the bread of life. As thou hast 
placed them like beacons on thy 
holy hill, the church, give them 
grace (with the five wise virgins) 
that their light may never go forth, 
but still shine brightly, to arm us, 
thy people, against the invasion of 
that enemy of mankind, the devil 
and his army, that day and night 
seek to devour us. 
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Prayer at our Entrance into Church. 21 

IX. Let me spend the rest of 
my uncertain life in a renewed re^ 
pentatoce for my sins past, and an 
holy resolution to serve thee for 
-the time to come. Grant, O Lord, 
these and all other graces meet for 
me, for thy Son’s sake, my only 
Lord and Saviour: To whom, with 
thee and the Holy Ghost, be all 
praise and honour, and glory for 
evermore. Amen . 

A PRAYER AT OUR ENTRANCE INTO 
THE CHURCH. 

Q ALMIGHTY God, who dweL 
^lest in that light which no mor- 
tal is able to approach unto, yet 
art present with us in this thy sab- 
ered house ! O Lord, my God, my 
only comfort, and riches, 'what am 
I that I dare now speak unto thee ! 
I am thy poor servant: Teach me 
for to climb , and ascend up unto 
thee by invocation and prayer. 
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22 Prayer at our Entrance into Church. 

II. Make this religious place as 
thine ark, and let thy dove, thy 
holy spirit, enter in at these win- 
dows; let a good measure of thy 
word, and an effectual preaching 
thereof be evermore preserved and 
distributed in this place. Let no 
evil leprosy ever enter into these 
walls, nor the hand of sacrilege ever 
fall upon them« 

I II. The harvest is great, but the 
labourers are few; send forth I be- 
seech thee, more into thy vineyard, 
and endue them with such wisdom 
us becometh thy holy gospel. Open 

them the door of utterance, 
ana unto me the gate of under- 
standing, that so they may faithfully 
dispense thy mysteries, and I most 
fervently embrace the same, to thy 
glory and the salvation of my soul, 
through Jesus Christ, my only Lord 
and Saviour. Amen . 
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▲ PRAYER FOR SUNDAY NOON. 

FOR PERSEVERANCE, 

A GOD, most gracious and mer- 
^-^ciful, who hatest nothing that 
thou hast made, but art willing that 
all should partake of thy celestial 
love; I have this day visited thy 
house, the place where thine honour 
dwelleth; grant, I beseech thee, 
that I may still persevere and press 
forward in that holy duty of ser- 
ving thee all the days of my life. 

II. Vouchsafe to me O Lord, I 
beseech thee, thy heavenly grace, 
that I may avoid the precipices of 
sin, which lead to destruction, and 
endeavour to serve thee, in holiness 
and righteousness all the days of my 
life : grant that in thy light I may 
see light; and as I have begun this 
day in praising and lauding thy holy 
name, so let it end to thy glory: 
To whom be ascribed all honour. 
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24 A Prayer for 

power, and glory, both now, and 

for evermore. Amen . 

A PRAYER FOR THE AFTERNOON AF- 
TER sermon: a thanksgiving 

FOR THF WORD PREACHED. 

A LORD most holy, whose truth 
^ endure th from everlasting to 
everlasting! Thou hast been very 
merciful and gracious to me, and 
hast filled me, who am hungry with 
good things, and none of thy ser- 
vants dost thou send empty away 
from thy holy sanctuary: plant thy 
fear in my heart, and give merwis- 
dom and understanding, and make 
me to have pleasure in thee and all 
thy works, that obeying the pre- 
cepts of thy holy gospel and per- 
forming the conditions of thy cove- 
nant, which thou hast established 
for ever in truth and equity, in ve- 
rity and judgment, I may worthily 
praise and adore thy holy name a- 
mong the faithful in this life, and 
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I Sunday Afternoon. 25 

* in the congregation of saints in the 
' life to come, through thy mercies, 
O blessed Jesus, to whom with the 
Father and the Holy Ghost, be all 
honour and glory, now and for 
ever. Amen . 


A PRAYER FOR SUNDAY EVENING. 

FOR PARDON OF SINS. 

ALMIGHTY God, I acknow- 
^ ledge and confess those many 
weaknesses and imperfections, I 
am guilty of, in my performances 
of tie duties of this day; I have 
called upon thee for the pardon 
and forgiveness of all my sins : I 
have heard thy holy word, but yet 
find myself a very unprofitable ser- 
vant : so that, O Lord, though I 
have done thy work, I have done 
it so negligently, that I may rather 
expect the fire of thy anger, than 
a blessing from thee. 

c 
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A Prayer for 


II. But if thou, O God, shouldst 
be extreme, to mark what is done 
amiss, O Lord, who can abide it, 
or stand before thee when thou art 
angry? Remember that I am but 
dust and ashes, and the work of 
thine own hands : Pardon, I be- 
seech thee, and pass by all my sins, 
negligences, and ignorances; look 
not upon the weakness of my flesh, 
but upon the willingness of my spi- 
rit, and so cover all, my imperfec- 
tions with the perfect and absolute 
obedience of thy dear Son, that 
those sacrifices offered up by me 
this day, may be by thee accepted, 
in, and for that sacrifice which 
Christ Jesus offered upon the cross 
once for me, 

III. And as I earnestly desire 
that my sacrifices may be pleasing 
and acceptable to thee, so let? 
thine ordinances be profitable to 
me. And as thou hast this day 
sown in my heart the precious seed 
of thy word, so let neither the fowls 
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Sunday Evening . 27 

of the air devour it, nor the care* 
of the world choak it; but let the 
former and ? the latter rain of thy 
blessing come often upon it, that it 
may bring forth in me the fruits of 
true repentance and hearty amend- 
ment of life. Pardon my manifold 
sins, by which I have provoked 
thee this very day. 


IV. Be thou, unto me a merciful 
God, in despite of the snares and 
delusions which sin lays in my way 
for my destruction ; and keep me 
under the shadow of thy wings, in 
perpetual peace and safety. Bless 
me this night, sleeping or waking, 
give thine angels charge over me, 
that at whatsoever hour thou cal- 
lest me I may, like a faithful soldier, 
stand ready prepared to encounter 
death, and to follow the Lamb 
wheresoever he goeth. Grant these' 
things, O blessed Father, for thy 
Son Jesus Christ his sake, my on- 
ly Saviour and Redeemer. Amen . 
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MEDITATION S FOR MONDAY, OUT OF 
THE PSALMS. FOR A HOLY LIFE. . 

TM*Y song shall be of mercy and 
judgment: Unto thee, O Lord, 
will I sing. Let me have under- 
standing in the way of godliness. 

When wilt thou come unto me? 

I will walk in my house with a per- 
fect heart. I will talk no wicked 
thing: I hate the sins of unfaith- 
fulness; there shall no such cleave 
unto me. 

A froward heart shall depart 
from me : I will not know a wicked 
person. 

Whoso privily slandereth his 
neighbour, him will I destroy. 

Whoso hath also a proud look 
and a high stomach, I will not suf- 
fer him. *■ 

There shall no deceitful person 
dwell in my house, he that telleth 
lies shall not tarry in my sight. 

I shall soon destroy all the un- 
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A Morning Prayer, be: 29 

godly that are in the land: That I 
may root out all wicked doers from 
the city of the Lord. 

Glory be to the Father, Sfc. , 

As it was in the beginnings fyc. 

A PRATER FOR MONDAY MORNING. 

FOR A HOLY LIFE. 

A GOD, most holy and righte- 
” ous, who shewest mercy unto 
thousands and hatest nothing thy 
hands have made: Who fittest me 
witl* thy loving kindness every 
morning, and keepest me in peace 
and safety in the night-season. 

II. I confess, O Lord, that I am 
altogether vanity, ashadow of death, 
a dark dungeon, a barren and empty 
ground, where no water is, but de- 
luges of wrath and confusion : But, 
O Lord, I abhor myself, and repent 
before thee in dust and ashes ; and 
as sins of infirmities have thrown 
me down, raise me up again, I be 
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30 A Morning Prayer 

seech thee by the gift of penitence, 
that I may lead a holy life with all 
humility, truth and justice, godli- 
ness and honesty, in this present 
world. 

III. I bless thy holy name, for 
thy care and protection over me 
this night; that thou hast safely 
brought me to the beginning of this 
day, and delivered me from the 
shadow of death. O Lord, conti- 
nue thy wonted goodness towards 
me this day, and grant that all my 
prayers, words, works, and actions, 
may begin and end in thy glory. 

IV. Keep me, O Lord, I beseech 
thee, this day without sin; and so 
replenish me with thy favor and 
grace, that my heart may rejoice 
and delight in thy praises. Deliver 
me, O Lord, from lying lips, and 
from a deceitful tongue; keep me 
from the snare of the hunter, and 
from the noisome and infectious 
pestilence; from deadly vexation, 
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mortal sickness, and from sudden 
death. 

V. Protect me in the day of my 
trouble; give me a contented mind, 
which may remain unto me a con- 
tinual feast, in whatsoever changes 
or chances may befall me in this 
transitory life. Grant that I may 
yield up myself to thy good pleasure 
in all things, and be obedient unto 
those holy commandments which 
thou hast appointed for my rule 
and guide. So that at the last I 
may find, that in keeping thy holy 
law there is great reward: Grant 
this, O heavenly Father, for thy 
Son's sake, my only Redeemer. 
Amen . 


A PRAYER FOR MONDAY NOON. 

FOR FORGIVENESS OF SINS. 

GOD^the searcher of all hearts, 
^and from whom no secrets are 
hid, but are laid open to thy all- 
seeing eye; I here acknowledge my 



32 A Prayer for Monday Noon . 

sins unto thee, and mine iniquities 
which are many in number. I 
come unto thee, O Lord, who art 
the fountain of «%L1 goodness, and 
forgivest all those that with hearty 
repentance come unto thee: Par- 
don and remit all those sins, which 
this day I have committed against 
thy divine M ajesty . Purge me with 
hysop, and I shall be clean; wash 
me, and I shall be whiter than 
snow: Let the dew of thy favor, 
and the fire of thy love, blot out 
all my sins, and purify my soul. 

II. Create in me a clean heart, 
and renew a right spirit within me : 
Let me not be for ever separated 
from the sweet refreshings of thy 
favor and presence, but give me 
the comfort of thy help again, and 
let thy free spirit loose me from the 
bondage of sin, and establish me in 
the freedom and liberty of the sons 
of Ood ; so shall I praise thy name, 
and evermore sing of thy righte- 
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ousness in the congregation of thy 
redeemed ones, now, henceforth, 
and for ever. Amen . 

A PRAYER FOR MONDAY NIGHT. 

FOR PRESERVATION. 

A LORD, most holy, I praise and 
magnify thy holy name for pre- 
serving me this day both in soul 
and body. O thou who art Alpha 
and Omega, bless and defend me 
with thy heavenly grace this night. 
Let my rest be in thee, and grant 
that neither much sleep overwhelm 
me, nor Satan invade me: Though 
my eyes sleep, yet, O Lord, keep 
my heart waking; lest the subtle 
tempter overtake me, and I sleep 
in perpetual silence. Keep me in 
the arms of thy providence; give 
sleep to my eyes, and slumber un- 
to my eye lids; compass me about 
and raise me up to the joyful sight 
of the next morning light; and af- 
ter this miserable life, is ended. 
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grant that in thy light I may see 
fight for evermore. 

MEDITATIONS FOR TUESDAY. FOR 
DEFENCE OF OUR INNOCENCE; AND 
AGAINST THE MALICE OF OUR ENE- 
MIES. 

^ LORD, my God, in thee have 
^ 1 put my trust ; save me from 
all them that persecute me, and 
deliver me. 

Lest he devour my soul like a 
lion ; and tear it in pieces, while 
there is none to help. 

O Lord, my God, if I have done 
any such thing, or if there be any 
wickedness in my hands: 

If I have rewarded evil unto him 
that dealt friendly with me ; yea, I 
have delivered him that without 
any cause is mine enemy: 

Then let mine epemy persecute 
my soul, and takeme: yea, let him 
tread my life down upon the earth, 
and lay mine honour in the dust. 
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Stand up, O Lord, in thy wrath, 
and lift up thyself : because of the 
indignation of mine enemies. 

Arise up for me in the judgment 
that thou hast commanded. 

And so shall the congregation of 
the people come about thee: for 
their sakes therefore lift up thyself 
again. 

The Lord shall judge the people : 
Give sentence with me, O Lord, 
according to my righteousness, and 
according to the innocency that is 
in me. 

O let the wickedness of the un- 
godly come to an end ; but guide 
thou the just. 

For the righteous God trieth the 
very heart and reins. 

My help cometh of God, which 
preserveth them that are true of 
heart. 

God is a righteous judge, Strong 
and patient ; and God is provoked 
everyday. _ ... 

If a man will not turn he will 
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whet his sword ; he hath bent his 
bow, and made it ready. 

He . hath prepared for him the 
instrument of death, he ordained 
his arrows against the persecutors. 

Behold ! he travaileth with mis- 
chief : He hath conceived sorrow, 
and brought forth ungodliness. 

He hath graven and digged up a 
pit, and is fallen himself into the 
destruction that he made for others. 

For his travail shall come upon 
his own head, and his wickedness 
shall fall upon his own pate. 

I will give thanks unto the Lord 
according to his righteousness, and 
will praise the name of the Lord 
most high. 

Glory be ta the Father, Sfc. 

As it wo# in the beginning , fyc. 

A PRAYER FOR TUESDAY MORNING. 
FOR PROTECTION FROM OUR ENEMIES. 

ALMIGHTY God, who art a 
^ strong rock and defence to all 
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P those who trust in thee; deliver 
' me, I beseech thee, from those, 
who like lions roaring for their 
prey, seek to devour me: abate 
their pride, assuage their malice, 
and confound their devices; save 
me from the hands of all those who 
seek to do me evil, and let their 
wickedness and hellish contrivance 
come utterly to an end for ever- 
more. 

II. I magnify thy holy name for 
the preservation of me this night* 
Grant that I may walk this day ac- 
cording to thy heavenly will in all 
things, not returning evil for good, 
but on the contrary good for evil. 
Disperse from me all clouds of en- 
vy,. hatred, or malice, which seem 
to hover over me : and though hea- 
viness may endure for a night, yet, 
O Lord, let the joy and light of thy 
countenance appear in the morning. 

III. Give me grace not to delight 
in those things which displease thee, 
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but evermore to delight in those 
things which are most pleasing to 
thee, be they never so disagreeable 
to my desires . Defend me, O Lord, 
from all shame and disgraces of 
this life; mortify all the corrupt 
affections that are in me, and par- 
don the innumerable sins which I 
have committed. Bless, preserve, 
and keep me this day, by thy pow- 
er, from sin, shame, and all evil, 
and so direct me by thy grace, that 
all my thoughts, words, and works 
may please thee, through the merits 
of Jesus Christ, my only Lord and 
Saviour. Amen . 

A PRAYER FOR TUESDAY NOON. 

FOR GOD*S GRACE AND FAVOR. 

A GOD, most holy, who guidest 
” and governest all those that 
trust in thee ; 1 beseech thee de- 
fend me daily; cherish, comfort, 
govern, and counsel me in all my 
enterprizes, so that I may employ 
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f this day, and all the days of my life, 
according to thy blessed will} set- 
ting thee always before my eyes, 
and aiming at thy glory. 

II. Let me earnestly seek and 
find thee, O my heart’s desire, and 
let me hold thee fast whom my 
soul loveth ; let me enjoy thee, O 
my spiritual comfort in all my fa- 
culties, even in my heart let me 
possess thee. Be thou for ever 
present with me in all my under- 
takings ; let thy favor refresh me, 
and thy grace, which is sufficient 
for me, support me} that, though 
I walk through this valley and sha- 
dow of death, I may fear no evil 
while thy rod and thy staff comfort 
me. 

III. Convert and turn the hearts 
of those which seek to do me evil } 
and hate me without a cause : Keep 
me from their anger which is fierce} 
and from the wrath of them which 
are cruel } and bring them down iju. 
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their high imaginations lest they be I 
too proud. Grant that the remain- ^ 
ing part of this day I may walk in 
thy fear, and at the last may enter 
into thy glory ; through the merits 
of Jesus Christ my only Saviour. 
Amen . 

PRAYER FOR TUESDAY NIGHT. 

A THANKSGIVING FORGOD’s MERCIES. 

T RENDER thee most humble and 

hearty thanks for thy preserva- 
tion of me this, day, and relieving 
me according to my several neces- 
sities. Thou hast this day past de- 
fended me from all danger, given 
me my daily bread and hourly 
breath; continue still, I beseech 
thee, thy undeserved mercies to- 
wards me; and accept this my even- 
ing sacrifice of praise and thanks- 
giving. 

II. Let not the meanness of my 
devotion cause thee to turn away 
thine eyes from me, but according 
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to thineaccustomed goodness, spare 
thy servant, good Lord, and be not 
angry with him for ever. Preserve 
me this night, O thou that preser- 
vest all the world; that taking my 
natural repose, I may, through thy 
protection and ready help, be de- 
fended both now and evermore. 
Amen. 

MEDITATIONS FOE WEDNESDAY. 

r |^HE heavens declare the glory 
-*■ of God, and the firmament 
aheweth his handy work. 

There is neither speech nor lan- 
guage ; but their voices are heard 
among them. 

Theirsound is goneinto all lands, 
and their words unto the ends of 
the world. 

In them hath he set a tabernacle 
for the sun ; which cometh forth 
as a bridegroom out of his chamber, 
and rejoiceth as a giant to run his 
course. 

D 
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It goeth from the uttermost part 
of the heaven, and runneth about 
unto the end of it again, and there 
is nothing hidfrom the heat thereof. 

The law of the Lord i9 an unde- 
filed law, converting the soul ; the 
testimony of the Lord is sure, and 
giveth wisdom unto the simple. 

The statutes of the Lord are 
right, and rejoice the heart; the 
commandment of the Lord is pure, 
and giveth light unto the eyes. 

The fear qf the Lord is clean, and 
endureth for ever ; the judgments 
of the Lord are true, and righteous 
altogether. 

More to be desired are they than 
gold; yea, than much fine gold ; 
sweeter also than honey and the 
honey-comb. 

Moreover by them is thy servant 
taught: and in keeping of them 
there is great reward. 

Who can tell how oft he offend- 
cth ? O cleanse thou me from my 
secret faults. 
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Keep tby servant also from pre- 
sumptuous sins, lest they get the 
dominion over me : So shall I be 
undefiled and innocent from the 
great offence. 

Let the words of my mouth, and 
the meditations of my heart be al- 
ways acceptable in thy sight, 

O Lord, my strength, and my 
Redeemer. 

Glory be to the Father, fyc. 

As it was in the beginning, fyc. 

A PRAYER FOR WEDNESDAY MORNiN G . 

FOR REPENTANCE. 

ETERNAL God, before whom 
^^all creatures both in heaven and 
earth do bow, fear, and tremble ; 
f, a miserable creature, dejected 
with the weighty burden of my sins, 
fly unto thee for succour. . plant 
in my heart the fear of thy name, 
and in my body the purity and 
cleanness of charity; and let them 
abide there for ever. Cleanse me 
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from all my secret sins, and pre- 
serve me also from presumptious 
and great offences. Touch my 
heart, O God, with true repentance, 
that thy judgments present and im- 
minent, may be prevented and re- 
moved, and the overflowing silver 
stream and current of thy mercies, 
be never yet at end. 

II. Be gracious to my relations 
in the flesh, my friends in the Spi- 
rit, with all those to whom I am 
any ways bounden, or desire to be 
commended unto thee in my pray- 
ers and supplications. Expel, O 
Lord, and cast out of my heart all 
evil imaginations, hatred, malice, 
and all uncharitableness, and what- 
soever is contrary to thy holy com- 
mandments. 

III. I praise thy holy name for 
thy preservation of me the night 
past, for the gifts and graces of thy 
blessed Spirit; as faith in thy pro- 
mises, hope of a better life when 
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tliis is ended, and strength against 
all the temptations of Satan; all 
which have proceeded from the 
fountain of thy mercy* As thou 
hast of thy providence kept me 
ever since I was born, and in mer- 
cy preserved me in the beginning 
of this week, so to my comfort 
grant me the continuance of the 
same, through Jesus Christ my on- 
ly Redeemer and Advocate. Amen* 

A PRAYER FOR WEDNESDAY NOON. 
FOR GOD’S PARTICULAR CARE OF 

Q ALMIGHTY God, l cry unto 
^ thee for mercy, by reason my 
sins cry against me for justice ; all 
the day long will X lift up my heart 
unto thee : Shut not thine ear, O 
Lord, but hear my complaint, and 
that right soon. Let me in all 
things see that I am upheld by 
thee: Let me pereieve it is thy 
work, bv the help of my body ana 
peace of my conscience, in the gift 
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of my mind, the credit of my name, 
and the work of my calling. 

II. But,alas! can there be greater 
mercies, O Lord, than thou hast 
already expressed towards me ! for 
whilst I have enjoyed all thy mer- 
cies, others have lived in penury 
and want, in ignorance, prophane- 
ness, and without thee in the world. 

III. What can I render unto the 
Lord for all his tnercies towards 
me? Let me not pledge Joseph's 
butler in his cup of oblivion, but 
Datndrather in his cup of salvation ; 
and if my single heart be too barren 
of thankfulness, let me borrow a 
Magnificat , O my soul, to mag- 
nify thee, O Lord, and let my spi- 
rit rejoice in thee, O God, my Sa- 
viour. What shall I say unto thee, 

0 thou Redeemer of all mankind? 

1 Will praise thy holy name. For 
evermore inspire me with thy spi- 
rit, convert ine from evil, confirm 
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me in all goodness, and bring me 
at last unto thy heavenly kingdom. 
Amen. 

I 

A PRAYER FOR WEDNESDAY NIGHT. 

FOR DELIVERANCE FROM SIN. 

]Yf OST merciful God, I beseech 
thee to open the eyes of my 
understanding, that 1 may come to 
a particular knowledge of my secret 
sins, especially those I am most 
inclined to. Soften my hard and 
flinty heart, that I may sigh and 
groan under the weight of my most 
pressing sins: and acknowledge 
them a burden too heavy for me to 
bear. 

II. Stir up in me all dull and dead 
affections, that I may hunger and 
thirst after thee, the well-spring of 
life; Forgive me all my misdemea- 
nors of thedaypast; make me tore- 
member that sin is filthy and loath- 
some, even the greatest pleasure 
and act thereof ; .teach me to keep 
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a continual watch over all my in- 
ward and outward man, whereby 
I may be afraid to commit the least 
sin, so that I may walk according 
to thy holy will in all things. 

III. Give me this night sweet 
and comfortable rest, and fit me, 
O Lord, for the duties and service 
of the next day; Turn from me, O 
Lord, those judgments which my 
sins have justly deserved, and re- 
new those hopes which thou hast 
been pleased to frustrate; crown 
me with those blessings which thou 
hast promised to all those that fear 
thy name; so that at the last I may 
attain everlasting happiness, and 
live with thee in perpetual peace 
and safety for evermore. Amen . 

MEDITATIONS FOE THURSDAY. 

A SING unto the Lord a new 
^ song, for he hath done marvel- 
lous things. With his own right 
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hand; and with his holy arm hath 
he gotten himself the victory. 

The Lord declared his salvation : 
his righteousness hath he openly 
shewed in the sight of the heathen. 

He hath remembered his mercy 
and truth towards the house of Is- 
rael ; and all the ends of the world 
have seen the salvation of our God. 

Shew yourselves joyful unto the 
Lord, all ye lands ; sing, rejoice, 
and give thanks. 

Praise the Lord upon the harp ; 
sing to the harp with a psalm of 
thanksgiving. 

With trumpets also, and shawms, 
O shew yourselves joyful before 
the Lord the King. 

Let the sea make a noise and all 
that therein is; the round world, 
and they that dwell therein. 

Let the floods clap their hands, 
and let the hills be joyful together 
before the Lord ; for he is come to 
judge the earth. 

With righteousness shall he judge 


by Google 



50 Prayer for Thursday Morning. 
the world, and the people with 
equity. 

: • Glory be to the Father , 8fc. 

, As it was in the beginning , SfC , 

A PRAYER FOR THURSDAY MORNING. 
A SACRIFICE OF PRAISE. 

A MOST glorious and powerful 
Lord God, who with thy holy 
arm hast gotten for me victory over 
sin, hell, and the grave ; l praise 
thee, O Lord, from the very bot- 
tom of my heart, for all thy love 
and boundless mercy and kindness, 
for thy holy incarnation, passion, 
resurrection, and and ascension in- 
to heaven, and .sitting at the right 
hand of God (he Father; where 
thou makest intercession for me. 

II. In thy merits l beseech thee 
to look upon me : Thou art that 
living sacrifice that was offered up 
for me, and in thy name do I offer 
up unto thee this my morning sa- 
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crifice ; evermore praising thee, 
and magnifying thy holy name. 
Mortify in me all fleshly connipti- 
ons, quicken in me the inner man : 
By the power of thy death, let me 
die unto sin, and by the power of 
thy resurrection, let me rise to 
righteousness and newness of life* 
Let the one as an antidote, expel 
the poison of ungodliness, and the 
other as a restorative, excite me 
to holiness. 

III. Enlighten my understanding, 
that I may know thy will; reform 
my life, that I may do all things a- 
right, and discern good and evil. 
Teach me to fear , thy name, to 
neglect all things in regard of thee, 
to be grieved at my own and others 
sins; but rejoice exceedingly when- 
soever I can please thee. Let me 
this day labour, that whatsoever I 
do may be pleasing in thy sight ; 
as I am thy servant let me depend 
upon thee, and as I am a Christian, 
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walk worthy of my vocation and 
calling. 

IV. Be gracious and favourable 
unto the whole church, and blew 
every particular member thereof ) 
be good to the light of our eyes, 
the breath of our nostrils, thy Da- 
vid, our gracious king George; bless 
thine* own tribe, the tribe of Levi; 
the nobility, gentry, and commons 
ality; and let thy peace rest upon 
those that pray for our peace, where- 
soever dispersed over the face of 
the whole earth. Lord, keep me 
the remaining part of this day in 
thy truth, and give me peace and 
true faith in thee now and for ever- 
more. Amen . 

A PRAYER FOR THURSDAY NOON. 
FOR GOD’S BLESSING ON OUR EN- 
DEAVOURS. 

A ETERNAL and most gracious 
• God, who though thou art ever 
infinite, yet enlargest thyself by the 
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number of our prayers, and takest 
our often petitions to thee, to be 
an addition to thy glory, so great 
is thy humility towards poor mor- 
tals ; I most humbly beseech thee, 
O Lord, that thine eyes may conti- 
nually attend upon me, and thy 
grace daily defend me from all 
danger; succour, cherish, and com- 
fort me in my necessities, and 
govern all my counsels, studies, 
and labours, so that 1 may spend 
this day according to thy blessed 
will, and the discharge of my own 
conscience; that warily avoiding 
all things that may displease thee, 
and setting always before my eyes 
thy fear, L may by the assistance 
of thy heavenly grace, and the 
guidance of thy holy Spirit, work 
that which is acceptable and pleas- 
ing unto thee, unto thy praise and 
glory, for ever. Amen. 
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A PRAYER FOR THURSDAY NIGHT. 
FOR DELIVERANCE FROM SUDDtEN 
DEATH. 

LORD most holy, the giver of 
^ all good things, and the pro- 
tector of all those that love thee, 
I giye thee most humble and hearty 
thanks not only for thy preserva- 
tion of me this day, but all my life, 
O Lord forgive me the offences I 
have committed against thee this 
day ; blot out all my sins with the 
blood of tby dear Son Jesus Christ, 
and I beseech thee for his sake re- 
member them no more. 

II. Vouchsafe, O Lord, to ex- 
tend thine accustomed goodness 
and protection over me this night, 
that I may peaceably and quietly 
take my rest, which thou bast ap- 
pointed for the refreshing of my 
wearied and weak body: and I be- 
seech thee to defend me that no- 
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thing hurt me; keep me also good 
Lord, from, sadden andunpravided 
death, and preserve me by the 
guard of , thy holy angels, that I 
may enjoy my rest this night in thee 
until the morning, and then give 
myself to the fulfilling of my duty; 
the discharge of my employment, 
and the working of thy will unto 
my life’s end. 

III. In whose name I refer my*- 
self wholly to thy almighty protec- 
tion, even in the name of thy bles- 
sed Son Jesus Christ the righteous ; 
beseeching thee, that when this life 
shall have an end, and my last sleep 
being come, I may take my ever- 
lasting rest with thee in thy hea- 
venly kingdom; for the which 
kingdom I do heartily beseech thee 
of thine inestimable goodness to 
fit and prepare me, and all other 
thy servants, to the attainment of 
he same, for the glory of thy holy 
ame, and the everlasting comfort 
our own souls. Amen. 
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MEDITATIONS FOR FRIDAY 

nnHE Lord, even the most mighty 
-*■ God, hath spoken and c filed 
the world from the rising up of the 
sun unto the going down thereof. 

Out of Sion hath God appeared 
in perfect beauty. 

Our God shall come, and shall 
not keep silence ; there shall go 
before him a consuming fire ; and 
a mighty tempest shall be stirred 
up round about him. 

He shall call the heaven from 
above, and the earth that he may 
judge his people. 

Gather my saints together unto 
me ; those that have made a cove- 
nant with me with sacrifice. 

And the heavens shall declare 
his righteousness ; for God is judge 
himself. 

Hear, O my people, and I will 
speak ; I myself will testify against 
thee, O Israel ; for I am God, even 
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thy God. 

1 will not reprove thee because 
of thy sacrifice, or for thy burnt 
offerings; because' they were not 
always before me. 

I will take no bullocks out of 
thine house, nor he-goat out of thy 
fold. For all the beasts of the for- 
est are mine, and so are the cattle 
upon a thousand hills. 

I know all the fowls upon the 
mountains ; and the wild beasts of 
the field are in my sight. 

If I be hungry I will not tell 
thee ; for the whole world is mine, 
and all that is therein. 

Thinkest thou that I will eat 
bull's flesh, and drink the blood of 
goats? 

Offer unto God thanksgiving; 
and pay thy vows unto the most 
highest. 

And call upon me in the time of 
trouble ! so will I hear thee, and 
thou shalt praise me. 

But unto the ungodly, said God, 

E 
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Why dost thou preach my laws, 
and takest my covenant in thy 
mouth ? 

Whereas thou hatest to be re- 
formed, and hast cast my words 
behind thee. * 

When thou sawest a thief, thou 
consentedst unto him; and hast 
been partaker with the adulterers. 

Thou hast let thy mouth speak 
wickedness, and with thy tongue 
thou hast set forth deceit. 

Thou sittest andspeakest against 
thy brother ; yea, and hast slander- 
ed thine own mother’s son. 

These things hast thou done, 
and I held my tongue: and thou 
thoughtest wickedly, that I am 
even such a one as thyself ; but I 
will reprove thee, and set before 
thee the things that thou hast done. 

O consider this ye that forget 
God, lest I pluck you away, and 
there be none to deliver you. 

Whoso offcreth me thanks and 
praise, he honoretli me : and to 
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him that ordereth his conversation 
aright will"! shew the salvation of 
God. 

Glory be to the Father , Sfc. 

As it was in the beginning , fyc. 

A PRAYER FORJFRIDAY MORNING. 

A CONFESSION OF SINS. 

MOST mighty and merciful 
God* I presume to present my- 
self this morning before thy Divine 
Majesty, to offer up unto thee this 
my early sacrifice ; but in the per- 
formance of it I make known my un- 
worthiness, and disclose my weak- 
ness, and exceedingly discover my 
imperfections and wretchedness. 

II. For, alas ! I draw near unto 
thee with my lips, but my heart is 
far from thee ; [ call upon thee 
with my tongue, but my soul, at 
the same time commits wickedness 
against thee : My righteousness 

comes short of the Scribes and 
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Pharisees, and is but as filthy rags : 
My holiness but as the morning dew; 
yea, all my actions of devotion (if 
weighed in the balance) are but a- 
bomination in thy sight : From the 
sole of the foot unto the crown of 
the head, I am altogether polluted 
and unclean ; yea, nothing to be 
found in me but wounds and pu- 
trified sores, imprinted and stamp- 
ed into my soul and flesh by the 
custom of my sin. 

III. My eyes are full of vanity, 
my ears full of iniquity, my hands 
of impurity, my will perverse to 
that which is good, my remem- 
brance affable and pleasing to that 
which is evil, my understanding is 
darkened, my conscience seared, 
my head full of mischief, my feet 
swift to shed blood; destruction 
and wickedness are in all my ways, 
and the ways of peace have I not 
known. 

IV. Since then, O Lord, that my 
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sins are so great and grievous a- 
gainst thy law and against thy gos- 
pel, if thou shouldst be so extreme 
as to mark against me what I have 
done amiss, who is able to abide 
it ! If thou shouldst call me sud- 
denly to a strict account, how r 
should l shew my face ! If I deny 
what is laid to my charge, my 
conscience will accuse me; if I 
forswear, the dumb and sense- 
less creatures will bear witness a- 
gainst me. 

V. Whom have I in heaven but 
thee ? and there is no friend in the 
earth beneath, which I have in 
comparison of thee ; no other me- 
diator among men and angels, bat 
even thine only begotten Son Christ 
Jesus, in whom only thou art well 
pleased ; by the virtue of* whose 
death and passion, and the remem- 
brance of whose precious blood, 
which trickled down from his side, 
wash me from my sins ; and be- 
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sprinkle my polluted heart from 
an evil conscience. 

VI. And I beseech thee, O Lord, 
not only to wash away my sins 
with the blood of thine immacu- 
late Lamb, but also to purge my 
heart, by thy holy Spirit, from the 
dross of my natural corruption, 
that I may feel thy spirit more and 
more killing sin in the power and 
practice thereof; so that l may 
with more freedom of mind and 
liberty of will, serve thee, the ever 
living God, in righteousness and 
holiness this day and all the days 
of my life, for evermore. Amen . 

A PRAYER FOR FRIDAY NOON. 

FOR GOD’S DIRECTION. 

A LORD most holy, I beseech 
^ thee to direct all my wander- 
ings, and direct my wil d and world- 
ly thoughts unto thee the God of 
my salvation. Learn me that di- 
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vine art of living in thy fear, to 
labour in thy service, and evermore 
run swiftly in the ways of thy com- 
mandments . Direct my thoughts, 
words, and works; preserve and 
bless me in my going out and 
coming in ; and grant that what- 
soever my heart shall think, my 
tongue shall utter, or my hands 
exercise this day, may tend to the 
glory of thy holy name, the good 
of others, and the comfort of my 
own conscience. 

II. End these sinful days, O bles- 
sed Redeemer, and hasten thy 
coming, and give me grace to stand 
ready prepared to meet thee, who 
art the sweet bridegroom of my 
soul, that at thy coming, whether 
it be in the hour of death, or at 
the day judgment, 1 may joyfully 
pronounce these blessed words of 
Come Lord Jesus , come quickly . 

III. Deliver me, O Lord, from 
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all those heavy judgments which 
hang Over my head as due unto 
me for my transgressions; separate 
them as far from thy presence in 
distance, as the east is from the 
west ; bury them all in thy grave, 
that they neither rise to shame me 
in this life, nor condemn me in the 
world to come : To whpm be as- 
cribed for thy infinite mercy, all 
honour, praise, and glory, from 
this time forth and for evermore. 
Amen . 

A PRAYBR FOR FRIDAY NIGHT. 

AGAINST CARNAJL SECURITY. 

r) MERCIFUL Father, I here 
^ prostrate myself in all humi- 
lity and reverence of heart and 
mind, beseeching thee to guide 
and protect me this night with thy 
blessed Spirit, and though my sin- 
ful flesh shall slumber and sleep, 
yet grant that my soul may conti- 
nually be vigilant. 
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II. Let not the enemy come upon 
me unawares, and find me slum- 
bering or sleeping, as rocked in 
the cradle of carnal security ; lest 
I being unarmed and destitute of 
thy favour and help, he enter into 
the house of my sinful body, and 
there take possession of my leprous 
soul; and endanger both to be 
thrown into the lake which burn- 
eth with fire and brimstone. 

III. Make me to consider that 
my bed is but a pattern of the 
grave, and that when I lay myself 
down in it, I cannot rise up unless 
thy heavenly providence enables 
me. Teach me to acknowledge 
that sleep is the very figure and 
image of death, to whose stroke, 
at thy appointed time, I must sub- 
mit and resign myself ; endue me 
with love and charity to all men ; 
let my lamp, O Lord, be filled with 
fresh oil, that whensoever thy mes- 
senger, death, approaches, and 
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knocks at the gate of this mortal 
body, I may at this summons, in 
the day of the resurrection of the 
dead, be ready to attend on thee 
with my lamp burning. 

IV. Let me be ever mindful of 
the great and last day, wherein I 
must render an account of every 
idle thought, word, and work ; and 
grant I may be prepared with faith 
and repentance as with a wedding- 
garment, against the time that 
thou, O Lord, shalt call for me out 
of this sinful world. In the mean 
time let me fly from sin as from a 
serpent, and from unrighteousness 
as from a oockatricc, and above all 
things seek thy glory; and when 
this mortal life is ended, I may be 
made partaker of immortality, and 
life eternal, in thy most blessed 
and glorious kingdom. 

V. Let thy mercy and loving 
kindness follow me, O Lord, all 
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the days of my life, that I may 
dwell in thy house, and evermore 
praise thy holy name; grant that 
I may in the acknowledgement of 
thy greatness, confess my own. Un- 
worthiness ; and visit me, O Lord, 
by driving from me all the assaults 
of my enemies, both ghostly and 
bodily. ♦ 

VI. Let thy holy angel be with 
me, to keep me this night, and 
evermore, fit me for the duty of 
the next day, if it be thy heavenly 
will to spare me this night: This, 
0 Lord, I beg at thy merciful hands, 
through the merits and mediation 
of my Lord and Saviour, Jesus 
Christ; who liveth and reigneth 
with thee, and the Holy Ghost, now 
and for ever. Amen . 

MEDITATIONS FOR SATURDAY. 

T WILL cry unto God with my 
•■•voice ; even unto God will I cry 
with my voice; and he shall heark- 
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en unto me. 

In the time of my trouble I sought 
the Lord : My sores ran and ceased 
not; in the night- season my soul 
refused comfort. 

When I am in heaviness, I will 
think upon God ; when my heart 
is vexed I will complain. 

Thou holdest mine eyes waking; 
I am so feeble that 1 cannot speak. 

>1 have considered the days of 
old, and the years that are past. 

I call to remembrance my song; 
and in the night I commune with 
mine own heart, and search out 
my spirits. 

Will the Lord absent himself for 
ever ? and will he be no more en- 
treated? 

Is his mercy clean gone for ever ? 
and his promise come utterly to an 
end for evermore ? 

Hath God forgotten .to be gra- 
cious ? and will he shut up his 
loving kindness in displeasure i* 

And I said it is my own infirmi- 
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ty; but I will remember the years 
of the right hand of the most high- 
est. 

I will remember the works of 
the Lord, and call to mind the 
wonders of old time. 

I will think also of all thy works; 
and my talkings shall be of thy 
doings. 

Thy way, O God, is holy; who 
is so great a God as our God ? 

Thou art the God that doest 
wonders, and hast declared thy 
power amongst the people. 

Thou hast mightily delivered thy 
people; even the sons of Jacob 
and Joseph. 

The waters saw thee, O God ; 
the waters saw thee, and were a- 
fraid ; the depths were troubled. 

The clouds also poured out wa- 
ter, the air thundered, and thine 
arrows went abroad. 

The voice of thy thunder was 
heard round about ; the lightning 
shone upon the ground, the earth 
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was moved and shook withal. 

Thy way is in the sea, and thy 
paths in the great waters; and thy 
footsteps are not known. 

Thou leadest thy people like 
sheep, by the hand of Moses and 
Aaron. 

Glory be to the Father , fyc. 

As it was in the beginning , Sfc. 


A PRAYER FOR SATURDAY MORNING. 
FOR GOD’S PROVIDENCE. 


TVl'OST gracious God, I yield 
thee humble and hearty thanks 
for preserving and defending me 
the night past from all those per- 
ils and dangers which dust and 
ashes are subject to fall into. Had 
not I been preserved by tby al- 
mighty providence, I had long 
since, both body and soul, been 
carried into everlasting perdition ; 
but thou art a God infinite in mer- 
cy, and whose compassions fail not 
towards pqor sinners, by support- 
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ing them in their several necessi- 
ties. 

II. Vouchsafe, O Lord, to for- 
give whatsoever I have committed 
against thy Divine Majesty this 
night, either sleeping or waking • 
or at any other time secretly or 
openly : Grant unto me unfeigned 
repentance, and newness of life : 
open unto me, O Lord, that ever- 
streaming fountain which thou hast 
opened for sinners, even the blood 
of thy dear Son Christ Jesus; and 
which thou hast promised under 
the New Testament, to open to 
the penitent of the house of David. 

III. Give unto me thyholy Spirit, 
which thou hast promised to give 
(to the world’s end) unto all thine 
elect people; and let the same, 
thine only Comforter, purge my 
heart, heal my corruptions, sane- 
iry my nature, and consecrate my 
oul and body, that they may be- 
>me lively temples to serve thee 
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in righteousness and holiness all 
the days of my life. Give me, I 
earnestly beseech thee, a supply of 
all those graces I stand in need of, 
with an increase of all those good 
gifts thou hast endued me with. 

IV. As thou hast now awaken- 
ed my body from sleep, so I be- 
seech thee rouse my soul from the 
sleep of sin and carnal security \ 
give me grace, as a child of light, 
to walk in all holy obedience be 
fore thee this day, and grant me 
to endeavour to keep faith and a 
good conscience towards thee, and 
towards all men. 

V. To this end l recommend 
myself, with all my ways, thoughts, 
words, and actions, (together with 
all that belongs to me) unto thy 
divine protection, praying thee to 
keep both them and me from all 
evil ; and to give a blessing to all 
my undertakings this day and for 
evermore. 
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A PRAYER FOR SATURDAY NOON. 

FOR TRANQUILITY OF SPIRIT. 

MOST merciful God, and 
^ loving Father, who beholdest 
all the dwellers upon earth ; and 
none can live without thy arm of 
providence supports him. No 
sooner do I enter upon the affairs 
of this world, but I am surround- 
ed about with a cloud of miseries; 
the flesh provokes me to lust, the 
the world allures, me to pleasures, 
and the devil tempts me to com- 
mit all manner of wickedness. 

II. Fears of enemies abroad 
affright me, wrongs of ill neigh- 
bours oppress me, cares for 
the things of this life consume 
* me ; and even all the day long 
something or other doth afflict 
and torment me. Adversity on 
lie one hand frets me, and pros- 
crity on the other hand flatters 
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me. Over my head heaven's 
vengeance, due to my sins, is 
ready to fall heavy upon me; and 
under my feet hell gapes ready 
to devour me. 

III. Amidst these many toils 
and perplexities, whereto find rest 
! know not; or to fly for succour, 
hut to thee, O Lord, most holy 
and mighty: direct me and guide 
me in these difficulties; pro- 
tect me from these perils and 

* dangers ; settle me in a course of 
godliness ; and let me walk so- 
berly and circumspectly, as be- 
cometh a good Christian, spending 
and ending that small remnant of 
days, which thou hast allotted me 
in this world, in thy fear and ser- 
vice. 

IV. Teach me so to number my 
days, that I may apply my heart 
unto true wisdom. Make me wi 
unto salvation, simple to th 
which is evil, and prone to th 
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which is good. Enable me unto 
good works, and grant that I may 
be charitable, peaceable, and con- 
seionable towards all men, now 
and for evermore. Amen . 

A PRAYER FOR SATURDAY MGHT. 

/-FOR REMISSION OF SINS. 

ALMIGHTY God, I humbly 
^ beseech thee to bury all my 
vsins and transgressions, which ( 
have committed from my infancy, 
unto this present, against thy di- 
vine Majesty. Be thou, O Lord, 
my light in darkness, then shall 
my light shine clear as the day. 

II. O God, the Father of hea- 
ven, have mercy upon me, and 
bless me; O God, the Son, Re- 
deemer of all the world, preserve 
and keep me; O holy and blessed 
Spirit, proceeding from the Fa- 
her and the Son, deliver me this 
ught from all sin and evil ; O 
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holy, blessed and glorious Trinity, ^ 
three persons and one God, direct, 
guide, and sanctify me 

III. Be thou my protector and 
defender amidst all dangers, that 
when l lay me do Am to rest, f may 
fear no evil. Grant me, Lord, at 
my last hour, thy spiritual illumi- 
nation ; and when my strength 
faileth, and the light of my eyes is 
departed from me, mine ears wax 
deaf, and my mouth dumb, and 
all my senses have forsaken me ; 
then infuse some sense into me of 
eternal life, that I may taste and 
relish in this mortal body, the be- 
ginning of thy everlasting com- 
fort $ that at my departure out of 
this world, l may, by the eye of 
faith, behold thy divine presence. 

IV. Open my eyes more and 
more, that 1 may discern the won- i 
drous works of thy law ; and open 1 
thou, O Lord, likewise my lips, J 
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that my mouth and tongue may 
shew forth thy praise, and extol 
thy great and glorious name. 
Prepare my heart, O Lord, I be- 
seech thee, for thy divine service, 
this next day following. It is thy 
holy day ; O fit me for the sanc- 
tifying of the same, that 1 may 
not spend it on my lusts, and the 
pleasures of sin, but dedicate it 
wholly to thy honour and glory. 

V. Let my chief delight be, t© 
cease from the works of sin as well 
as from my worldly employment, 
that I may, through thy blessing, 
feel in my heart the beginning of 
that eternal sabbath, which is joy 
unspeakable, and full of glory. 
Govern, O Lord, my heart in thy 
fear, and guide and steer all the 
whole course of my life with thy 
favour: fit and prepare me against 
the hour of death aud day of dis- 
solution, that if thou shouldest 
this night make my bed in the 
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78 A Confession of Sins 

grave of silence, I may live and die 
unto thee, who livest for ever; to 
whom be ascribed all power and 
glory, adoration and subjection, 
now aud for evermore. Amen. 

AN HUMBLE CONFESSION OF SINS 
BEFORE THE MOST HOLY SACRA- 
MENT OF THE lord’s SUPPER. 

O MOST holy Lord God, who 
according to the multitude 
of thy tender mercies, dost put 
away the sins of all those that 
truly repent, and rememberest 
them no mores Open, O Lord, I 
beseech thee, the eyes of thy 
boundless mercy and fatherly com- 
passiou upon me, the most un- 
worthy of all thy servants: from 
the very bottom of my heart I 
earnestly implore thy pardon and 
forgiveness for all my past sins 
and offences : the number of them 
exceed the ordinary expectation 
of thy mercy, and are so heinous 
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thattheycanpleadnoexcuse! The 
sad account being cast up, is no 
less than the breach of all thy holy 
commandments, both in thought, 
word, and deed ; thy mercy and 
goodness, which should have led 
me to repentance, I have abused t 
I have slighted thy judgments, 
and thy punishments have I not 
feared ; 1 have utterly neglected 
the means of my own salvation, 
and by my wickedness have most 
grievously provoked thy wrath and 
indignation against me ; my life, 
which should have been wholly de- 
voted to thy service, I have mis- 
pent in the desires and sinful lusts 
of the flesh! My ways have been 
evil, (and that continually; the se- 
cret cogitations of my heart most 
wicked; and so detestable hath 
the whole course of my life been, 
that my heart is vexed within me) 
and my soul trembleth to look up 
to heaven for mercy, for fear of 
thy displeasure. If therefore thou. 
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O Lord, shouldest be extreme to 
mark what l have done amiss, and 
take vengeance for my sins, I 
should be as chaff before the face 
of the wind, and in justice might 
be swept away into the place of 
everlasting torment. 

II. But, O Lord, from the ever- 
flowing fountain there is mercy 
that thou mayest be feared ; thou 
art a God of all comfort and con- 
solation ; a merciful, loving, and 
gracious Father, ready and willing 
to hear all penitent sinners, that 
with hearty repentance and true 
faith come unto thee ; I come 
unto thee, therefore, in the name 
of Jesus Christ the righteous, thy 
beloved Son, and my blessed Re- 
deemer; 1 humbly prostrate my- 
selfbefore the throne of thy mercy- 
seat, provided with no other hope 
but what proceeds from the great- 
ness of thy clemency; for his sake 
only have mercy upon me. 
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III. In all humility of spirit, and 
with heavy contrition, I submit 
my soul and body to thy good- 
ness, beseeching thee not to let 
my sins be as a cloud to intercept 
between my prayers and thy pity, 
thy goodness and my necessities ; 
blot all my transgressions out of 
thy remembrance ; the sins of my 
youth, or sins of my age ; sins of 
my body, or sins of my soul ; the 
sins that I know, and the sins that 
I know not ; sins of pride, envy, 
hatred, malice, and all uncharit- 
ableness (Here mention thy par - 
timlar sins;) from all which, 
good Lord, deliver me; and grant 
me a full and free pardon, perfect 
remission and absolution for the 
same. 

IV. As one deep calleth upon 
another, with the prophet David , 
out of the depth of my misery, I 
cry unto thee for the depth of 
thy mercy: O Lord, hear my pe- 
titions, and hold not thy peace at 
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my tears: Consider the contri- 
tion of my heart, and the sorrow 
of my soul ; and by the merits of 
his most precious blood that was 
so plentifully shed upon the cross 
for all penitent sinners and true 
believers, wash away the multi- 
tude of my transgressions, that my 
soul, by thy mercy, being cleansed 
from the guilt of sin, I may be 
fouhd a worthy partaker and re- 
ceiver of thy holy and divine mys- 
tery. 

V, And now, O holy Lord, that 
I am about to receive the blessed 
sacrament of the body and blood 
of Jesus Christ, how shall I, that 
am so great a sinner, dust and 
ashes, dare to presume to come 
unto thy sanctuary, or to approach 
thy holy table ! Thou in whose 
sight the very heavens are not 
clear, and the pillars of the earth 
shake at thy presence. What 
then shall become of me, wretch- 
ed, and miserable that I am! 
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But, thou hast left us a colnmand 
in thy holy Gospel, Come utoto me 
all ye that are weary and heavy 
laden , and I will give you rest. 
Matt. xi. 28. # 

VI. Upon which command, I 
come, O Lord, unto thee, fit this 
time, in a confident assurance of 
thy promise in Christ Jesus, thou 
wilt have mercy upon me, ease 
and refresh my soul, that is wea- 
ried with the burthen of my sins; 
wash me and cleanse me tho- 
roughly from all my wickedness, 
and renew a right spirit within 
me. Direct me in this great mys- 
tery with a reverend and awful 
dread of thy majesty, that all the 
faculties of my soul and body may 
rightly apprehend, and joyfully 
receive this eternal* food, ibis 
bread of life : And grant me thy 
heavenly grace that I may obtain 
the virtue, fruit, and benefit of my 
Saviour’s death and passion, with 
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a full remission of all my sins, 
and everlasting salvation, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen . 

*A PRAYER BEFORE THE SACRAMENT. 

MOST gracious God, I hum- 
^ bly beseech thee, help thy 
Servant, whom of thy great mer- 
cy thou hast created out of noth- 
ing ; repair the ruins of my soul, 
and enlarge the frame of my un- 
derstanding ; cleanse it from all 
filthy corruptions, and supply it 
with all heavenly graces, that it. 
may be both conveniently fit and 
furnished to receive thee, who 
art a God of all purity. O make 
an entry into my heart, and take 
thy residence there for ever; pos- 
sess that which is thine own both 
of creation and redemption, and 
merits of that bitter death and 
passion, through Jesus Christ. 
Amen . 
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A THANKSGIVING AFTER RECEIVING 
OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT. 

fk ALMIGHTY God, I praise 
^ thee for my creation, redemp- 
tion and preservation ; and by 
whose grace and mercy I hope to 
be glorified ; more especially for 
feeding me this day with the pre- 
cious body and blood of Jesus 
Christ. I will therefore offer un- 
to thee the sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving, and always praise 
thy holy name, beseeching thee 
to pour upon my heart the sweet 
streams of thy mercy: comfort 
iny life, confirm my faith, and let 
thy grace evermore guide me, 
that l may, with a strong assu- 
rance of thine infallible truth and 
promised mercy, vanquish and 
subdue whatsoever rebelleth a- 
gainst thy blessed will. 

II. Keep holy my soul and bo- 
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dv, and suffer them not to be de- 
filed through sin; but that my full 
delight and joy may be in thee, 
and walking before thee in since- 
rity of heart and godly conversa- 
tion, I may here on earth glorify 
thy name, and after this life, with 
all thy faithful flock, possess that 
everlasting inheritance, which thy 
Son Christ Jesus hath purchased 
with his most precious blood. To 
whom, with thee and the Holy 
Ghost, be all honour and glory, 
world without end. Amen. 

JOHN v. 14. 

Behold thou art made whole , 
sin no more , lest a worse thing 
come unto thee . 

JUD8 xxv. 

To the only wise God our Sa- 
viour, be glory and majesty , do- 
minion and power, both now and 
far ever . Amen. 



A MORNING PRAYER FOR A PRIVATE 
PERSON. 

ETERNAL God, and most 
^ merciful Father, I thine un- 
worthy servant, do in all humility 
prostrate myself before thy divine 
Majesty acknowledging my own 
vileness, natural corruptions, and 
abominable sins, which from time 
to time have been committed 
against thee. I am unworthy, O 
Lord, to appear iu thy holy tem- 
ple, or approach the remotest 
limits of the place where thine 
honour dwellcth. 

If. But I beseech thee, for the 
sake of thy dearly beloved Son, 
accept of this my morning sacri- 
fice of praise and thanksgiving 
for thy manifold mercies, extend- 
ed towards me this night past, 
and heretofore, till this moment : 
for my rest, food > raiment, health, 
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peace, and liberty, with the hopes | 
of a better life when this is ended. \ 
Continue thy all-supplying mer- 
cies unto me this day. Govern 
me with thy fear, and compass 
me about with thy favour: set 
all my sins to that account which 
thy Son Jesus Christ, my only I 
Saviour, hath made up for them 
upon the cross, and never Jay any 
of them to my charge, but freely 
forgive and forget them all. 

III. Prosper, O Lord, all that I 
shall take in hand this day ; let 
my directions proceed from thy 
holy will, and the success from 
thy merciful hand. Give me a 
competency for maintenance in 
this mortal life, that 1 may with 
quietness of mind, and thankful- 
ness of heart, pass my time in 
this vale of misery, in doing good 
to all men, according to my abi- 
lity, without disparagement to 
myself, or harm to others. 




Evening Prayer, %c. 



IV. Grant these things, O hea- 
venly Father, and whatever else 
thou seest most necessary for 
me and all other thy servants 
in the world, for the good of our 
souls and bodies ; guide and con- 
duct me in the doing and per- 
forming diligently those things 
that thou hast required of me ; 
and that the end of all my labours 
may tend to the praise of thy 
holy name, and the benefit of my 
poor brethren. Grant this, good 
Lord, I humbly beseech thee, for 
Jesus Christ his sake. Amen . 


AN EVENING PRAYER FOR A PRI- 
VATE PERSON. 

ALMIGHTY and everlasting 
^ God, I do confess I am un- 
worthy of the least of all thy mer- 
cies; yet, being bound in duty 
for thy preservation of me the day 
past, and all the time of my whole 
life, I offer up unto thee praise 
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and thanksgiving for my election, 
creation, redemption, vocation, 
and sanctification, with all other 
gifts and graces appertaining to 
this life, or that which is to come. 



II. O thou that sittest above 
the cherubims, my tongue, and 
lips shall praise and glorify thee, 
for preserving me, by thy provi- 
dence, the day past, from so 
many miseries and casualties, 
which I might justly have fallen 
into, hadst thou entered into 
judgment with me. But thou art a 
God full of mercy and compas- 
sion, and passest by offences, to 
win me the more by! thy patience 
anfl long-suffering : make me tru- 
ly thankful for thy mercies ; rea- 
dy and willing to make a good 
improvement of thy mostgracious 
forbearance ; and Careful to obey 
thy will with conscience, diligence, 
and constancy. 


.Digitized by G00gk 



for a Private Family . 91 

III. Strengthen me from above 
with thy mighty hand, to walk m 
every good way without fearful- 
ness, and to bring forth the fruits 
of a true and lively faith in my 
life and conversation, all the days 
of my sojourning here. Arm me 
With thy grace and holy spirit 
against the corruptions and va- 
nities of the world, the wiles and 
temptations of the devil, and the 
allurements of the flesh ; and so 
settle and frame my mind to the 
continual exercise of devout pray- 
er, hearing of thy sacred word, 
and watching for thy coming, 
both in public and private. 

IV. Keep me, O Lord, this 
night from all evils which may 
happen, either to my body or my 
soul : extend thy goodness to- 
wards all those that have any de- 
pendence upon me; give me 
sweet and comfortable rest, that 
when I shall awake, all my thoughts 
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and meditations may be on thee 
and thy law. Bless me, O Lord, 
all the nights and days of my life, 
and at the end thereof send me 
a blessed departure, and after- 
wards a joyful resurrection both 
of soul and body, unto life eter- 
nal; grant these things, O hea- 
venly Father, for thy Son Jesus 
Christ’s sake, my only Saviour. 
Amen . 


A MORNING PRAYER FOR A PRIVATE 
FAMILY. 

ALMIGHTY and most mer- 
” ciful Father, thou hast pro- 
mised that where two or three 
are gathered together in thy 
name, thou wilt be in the midst 
of them ; we sinful creatures, 
dustandashes, herein all humili- 
ty do prostrate our bodies and 
souls before thee as living monu- 
ments of thy mercy. We are un- 
worthy of the least of thy mercies. 
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yet hast thou from time to time 
made us partakers of many, for 
which we praise and magnify thy 
holy name, beseeching thee to give 
us understanding hearts, to be 
sensible of our evils, with direc- 
tion and assistance from thy holy 
Spirit to avoid the same. 

II. And as thou hast, O Lord, 
kept us this night, in the time of 
darkness and dangers, so we be- 
seech thee to preserve us this 
day, that the sun of righteousness 
may rule in our hearts, and all 
the darkness that lurked in them 
may be scattered to the comfort 
of our own souls in the day of 
our Lord Jesus. Endue us with 
those gifts and graces thou seest 
to be most needful for us, and 
grant that with sincere hearts and 
pure consciences we may wholly 
employ them in thy service, to 
thy honour and glory. 



94 Morning Prayer 

III. Continue to us, we ear- 
nestly beseech thee* thy blessing 
of health* peace, and mainte- 
nance, so far as thou seest them 
convenient for us; chase away 
from us all rancour and malice, 
covetousness, uncharitableness, 
and unkindness, and whatsoever 
is contrary to thy law ; take from 
us ignorance and negligence, and 
prevent all those things that thou 
knowest may hinder us in our 
Christian calling or employment. 
Increase our faith, patience, and 
obedience, and let thy blessings - 
be upon this whole family ; guide 
us in thy truth, protect us in our. 
ways, and all those whom thou 
hast made dear unto us, whether 
they be present or absent. 

IV. Give grace, by thy chas- 
tisements, to fear thee more care- 
fully, and to grieve for our sins 
more heartily; let our minds be 
set upon thee, and give us such 
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hearts as we may learn something 
of every thing, and make a spi- 
ritual use of all our earthly affairs 
here, till we come to dwell with 
thee in the kingdom of glory. 

V. Bless, O Lord, the univer- 
sal church with truth, peace, and 
unity, soundness of doctrine, and 
holy discipline ; preserve our gra- 
cious sovereign and all the royal 
family ; bless his majesty’s most 
honourable privy-council, and all 
others in authority, with neces- 
sary graces 

VI. Bless all schools of learning 
and good education, especially the 
two universities of this land: 
bless this city and place wherein 
we live ; remove the punishment 
due for the sins thereof, and give 
them a double portion of thy 
grace, to repent in time, before 
the destroyer enters amongst 
them. 
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VII. Bless all our friends, rela- 
tions, or others, for whom thou 
hast appointed us to make pray- 
ers and supplications ; strengthen 
them that lie upon their beds 
of sickness, send them the com- 
fort and help of thy spirit that lie 
in anguish of conscience for re- 
morse of sin ; and convert all 
those that go astray from thy 
commandments; teach us by their 
examples to view our own weak- 
ness, and to walk more circum- 
spectly for the time to come. 

VIII. Bless this family with 
grace and peace, that all of them, 
from the highest to the lowest, 
may know their several duties, 
and may rightly and duly practise 
the same in thy fear, and unto 
thy glory, through Jesus Christ 
our only Lord and Saviour. Amen % 
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AN BVENING PRAYERFOR A PRIVATE 
FAMILY. 

fk ETERNAL God, the Father 
” of mercies, and great Creator 
of heaven and earth, we render 
thee humble and hearty thanks 
for thy merciful preservation of 
us this da}, and all the whole 
course of our lives ; that thou 
hast brought us safe through so 
many dangers and difficulties we 
might justly have fallen into, had 
not thy arm of providence been 
stretched out to support us. 

II. Morning and evening thou 
takest care of us, and heapest 
upon us many blessings and be- 
nefits, both spiritual and tempo- 
ral ; yet we neither fear thee nor 
serve thee as we ought to do ; but 
thou art a God slow to anger, and 
of great pity, and art ready to for- 
give our manifold sins, which we 
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from time to time have committ- 
ed against thee. 

III. Good Lord, we beseech 
thee to keep us evermore from 
day to day, as thou hast done, and 
make us constant in the profes- 
sion of thy holy name, and the 
practice of thy law, that neither 
the malice of man, nor subtilty of 
Satan be able to make us turn 
away from thee. Lord turn thy 
face from our sins, even from 
those sins wherein we have so 
much delighted ; shake from us 
those hearts of stone, and give us 
hearts of flesh, and wash and 
cleanse our polluted souls in 
the blood of the Lord Jesus. 

IV. Forgive us all that is past, 
and grant us the assurance^ that 
forgiveness, sealed up by thy holy 
Spirit in our conscience : O ! kin- 
dle thy loye more and more in our 
hearts, that we may never depart 
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from thee, but attain unto a true 
thankfulness for thy benefits, and 
a most unfeigned and earnest re- 
pentance for all our sins and 
transgressions , 

V, Suffer us not to close our 
eyes till our souls have reckoned 
andmadeeven for all the offences, 
which not only this day, but all 
the former minutes of our lives, 
we have committed against thy 
divine Majesty: Give thine angels 
charge over us, that at what hour 
soever thou callest us out of this 
vale of tears, where we do but 
travail and toil all the day long, 
we may not be found to be idle 
loiterers in thy harvest, but good 
and acceptable servants, having 
oil in our lamps, and on us the 
robe of righteousness, and wed- 
ding-garment of regeneration ; 
that we may be able to encoun- 
ter Death, the king of terrors, to 
meet our blessed Lord in the 
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clouds, when he cometh to judg- 
ment, and to follow the Lamb 
wheresoever he goeth. 

VI. Expel and remove far away 
from us all wicked spirits, and 
graciously protect u& from our 
persecutors, which lay snares to 
subdue us ; do thou, O God, as- 
sist us, that we may peaceably 
sleep and rest in thee : hide us in 
thy tabernacle, from the strife of 
all men, and keep us that we may 
fear no evil. O thou that neither 
slumberest nor sleepest, let thy 
rod and staff evermore comfort' 
and defend us. 

VI L Let thy mighty hand and 
stretehed-out arm, O Lord, be 
still our defence ; thy mercy and 
loving kindness in thy beloved 
Son, our salvation ; thy true ahd 
holy word our instruction; thy 
grace and holy Spirit our comfort 
and consolation : let thy mercy. 
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O God, prevent and follow us all 
the days of our lives, that we 
may dwell in thy house of de- 
fence, in length of days praising 
thee evermore, 

VIII. Let thy blessings be upon 
all of us within this household; 
guide us in our ways, and lead us 
unto thy truth Bless our pa- 
rents, kind red, and friends, where- 
soever dispersed, and howsoever 
linked unto us : be a merciful 
judge unto us, and continually 
protect us from the snares of Sa- 
tan the old serpent, and finally 
conduct us into the society of 
angels and of all saints, in thy ho- 
ly paradise: to whom be ascribed, 
as is mosttlue to thee, the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost, one true, 
gracious, and everlasting God, all 
honour, power, and glory, might; 
majesty, and dominion, now and 
for evermore. Amen . 
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. MEDITATIONS FOR THE SICK* 

LORD rebuke me not in 
” thine indignation, neither 
chasten me in thy heavy displea- 
sure 

Have mercy upon me, O Lord, 
for I am weak ; O Lord, heal me, 
for my bones are vexed. 

My soul is also sore troubled \ * 
but Lord, how long wilt thou 
punish me ? 

Turn thee, O Lord, and deliver 
my soul ; O save me for thy mer- 
cies sake. 

For in death no man remem- 
bereth thee, and who will give 
thee thanks in the pit ? 

I am weary of my groaning, 
every night wash l my bed, and 
water my couch with my tears. 

My beauty is gone for very 
trouble, and worn away because 
of mine enemies. 

Away from me all ye that work 
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vanity ; for the Lord hath heard 
the voice of my weeping. 

The Lord hath heard my pe- 
tition ; the Lord- will receive my 
prayer. 

Hearken onto my voice, O Lord, 
when I cry unto thee ; have mer- 
cy upon me and hear me. 

O hide* not then thy face from 
me, nor cast thy servant away in 
displeasure. 

Thou hast been my succour* 
leave me not, neither forsake me, 
O God of my salvation. 

What profit is there in my 
blood when I go down to the pit. 

Shall the dust give thanks unto 
thee ? or shall it declare thy truth* 

Hear, O Lord, and have mercy 5 
upon me : Lord, be thou my 
helper. 

Shew thy servant the help of 
thy countenance ; and save me 
for thy mercies sake. 

Glory be to the Father , Sfe. 

As it was in the beginning , fyc* 
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A PRAYER IN TIME OF SICKNESS. 

A ALMIGHTY and everlasting 
” God, in whose hand consists 
the life of all mankind, and who 
correctest every son whom thou 
receivest; mercifully, 1 humbly 
beseech thee, hear my voice, and 
despise not the prayer I make 
now unto thee, in the time of 
trouble. In the vexations of my 
spirit, and in the very anguish of 
my soul, I cry unto thee for 
mercy. 

II. O thou that hast created 
and made me of nothing, and bast 
redeemed me from the slavery of 
sin, death, and hell, by the most 
precious blood of thy dear Son 
Jesus Christ, which was spilt up- 
on the cross for rhy sins, have 
mercy upon me : bow down thy 
all-hearing ear unto my com- 
plaint, and cast me not away in 
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thy fierce anger. 
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III. My sins cry aloud to hea- 
ven for vengeance, and l have 
deserved thy wrath and heavy 
displeasure against me : thou hast 
cast me down upon the bed of 
sickness, and I begin to fall as 
leaves beaten with a vehement 
wind ; yet thy chastisements are 
less than my deservings, but of 
thy mercy and goodness, O Lord, 
correct me not to death, but to 
amendment of life ; for thine own 
sake, for thy holy Name’s sake, 
for thy Son Christ Jesus’s sake, 
be merciful unto my sins, for they 
are great. 

IV. Spare thy servant, good 
Lord, which confesseth his sins 
unto thee, pour the oil of thy 
sanctifying grace unto my heart, 
and work thereby in me a true 
and immediate repentance, and 
restore me again to thy favour, 
according to that gracious pro- 
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mise to humble penitents ; let thy 
merciful providence so guide and 
govern me in this affliction thou 
hast been pleased to lay upon me, 
that T may never fall into utter 
darkness, ignorance of thee, or 
inconsideration of myself. 

V. Let the faintness of my spi- 
rit, and the condemnation of my- 
self beovercomeby thy irresistable 
light: thou that art the God of 
all consolation, grant that I may 
be mindful of the great account I 
have to make at the day of judg- 
ment, and that I may bear in my 
mind the reward which is due to 
the faithful, the end of misery, 
and thebeginningof allhappiness; 
but to the secure and careless, the 
beginning of eternal punishment. 

VI. Strengthen my faith, ac- 
cept my penitential tears, speak 
peace to my soul and conscience, 
and say, thou art my salvation ; 
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then let thy holy spirit descend 
into my heart, with this express, 
my grace is sufficient for thee ; 
then shall my heart leap tor joy, 
and my soul shall * be exceeding 
glad, desiring to be dissolved, and 
be at peace, that after this frail 
mortal life is ended, I may enjoy 
the eternal fruition of thy hea- 
venly presence. 

VII. Suffer me not, O Lord, in 
this my trial, to be possessed With 
a fear of condemnation ; or ttf 
despond of thy promises ; but in 
sure confidence of heart, 1 apply 
myself to the remission of *11 my 
sins, that at the last hour, by 
faith in Jesus Christ, I may enjoy 
a taste of eternal salvation : let not 
death (if thou art pleased to send 
it) be terrible or bitter unto me ; 
but when it cometh, I may re- 
joicingly receive the same ; and 
having escaped the storm of temp- 
tation, and the dangers of Satan, 
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I may triumph like a conqueror, 
and behold the power and pre- 
sence of thy holy Spirit. 

VIII. Let my last words be the 
same which thy Son did utter up- 
on the cross, saying Father , into 
thy hands I commend my spirit ; 
and when my speech is departed 
from me, hear the groanings and 
sighs of my heart, and the desire 
of my soul ; that at the last thy 
servant may depart in peace, and 
reach those heavenly mansions 
prepared for him : my soul, O 
Lord, heartily desireth to attain 
to that supernatural city, whereof 
such glorious things are spoken. 

JX. Breathe inward comforts 
to my heart ; though my body be 
going the way of all flesh, yet let 
my soul go the way of all saints. 
Lord, hear me and help me, stand 
by me and save me, and if thou 
hast determined to lay my body 
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in the grave, receive my soul into 
thy kingdom, to rest in joy and 
peace for evermore, through Je- 
sus Christ. Amen . 

A PRAYER TO BE SAID* BY THOSE 
THAT VISIT THE SICK. 

MOST gracious God, who 
^ hast compassion upon all 
men, and hatest nothing that thou 
hast made, mercifully we beseech 
thee, to have compassion on this 
thy servant, who by thy visitation 
hath been sorely afflicted, and, by 
the same, even brought to the 
end of his days, and period of his 
life; be pleased therefore, good 
Lord, to have mercy upon him, 
accept of him as the work of thine 
own hands, a lamb of thy fold, 
thy servant redeemed by Jesus 
Christ, who is willing, by thy 
appointment, to leave this mise- 
rable world, in full assurance of 
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thy mercy in Jesus Christ for the 
remission of his sins. 

II. Guide him, good Lord, in 
this his last journey; that being 
quit of aH the troubles of this 
transitory life, he may be safely 
conducted by thy power to the 
haven of eternal happiness, into 
the arms of boundless mercy, to 
everlasting peace and perpetual 
joys, there to reign with all the 
company of blessed saints and 
angels with thee in continual bliss 
far evermore. 

III. And, gracious God, ,we 
beseech thee, by thy abundant 
gpodness, by the multitude of thy 
tender mercies and compassion, 
by the merits of thy bitter death 
and bloody passion, by thy glo- 
rious resurrection and ascension, 
and by the coming of thy holy 
and blessed Spirit, have mercy 
upon him, deliver him from the 
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burden and guilt of his sins, from 
the fears and terrors of death, 
and from the fury and power of 
hell. 

IV. Lift thou up the light pf 
thy countenance upon him, that 
in all the pains of his body, in all 
the agonies of his spirit, thy com- 
forts ’ may refresh his soul, and 
enable him patiently to wait till 
his change shall come: and grant 
O Lord, that when this earthly 
house and tabernacle of his body 
shall be dissolved, he may have a 
building of Qod, an house not 
made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens; and that for his qake, 
who, by his most precious blood, 
hath purchased salvatipn for all 
those who truly believe in . him, 
even /Jesus Christ our only Lord 
and Saviour. Amen. 
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MEDITATIONS AFTER RECOVERY. 

PSALM 116. 

1. T AM well pleased, that the 
*■* Lord hath heard the voice 
of my prayer. 

2. That he hath inclined his 
eat unto me ; therefore will I call 
upon him as long as I live. 

3. The snares of death com- 
passed me round about ; and the 
pains of hell gat hold of me. 

4. 1 shall find trouble and hea- 
viness, and I will call upon the 
name of the Lord : O Lord, I be- 
seech thee, deliver my soul. 

5. Gracious is the Lord and 
righteous, yea, our God is mer- 
ciful. 

6. The Lord preserveth the 
simple : I was in misery, and he 
helped me. 

7. Turn again then unto thy 
rest, O my soul, for the Lord hath 
rewarded thee. 
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8. And why? thou hast deli- 
vered my soul from death, mine 
eyes from tears, and my feet from 
falling. 

9. I will walk before the Lord 
in the land of the living. 

10. I believed, and therefore 
will I speak; I was sore troubled; 
I said in mine haste all men are 
liars. 4 

11. What reward shall I give 
unto the Lord for all the benefits 
that he hath done unto me? 

12. I will receive the cup of 
salvation, and call upon the name 
of the Lord. 

13. I will pay my vows now 
in the presence of all his people : 
right dear in the sight of the Lord 
is the death of his saints. 

14. Behold, O Lord, how that 
I am thy servant : I am thy ser- 
vant and the son of thy hand- 
maid. Thou hast broken my 
bonds in sunder. 

, 15. I will offer to thee the sa- 
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crifice of thanksgiving; and will 
call upon the name of the Lord. 

16 . I will pay my vows unto 
the Lord, in the sight of all his 
people, in the courts of the Lord’s 
house, even in the midst of thee, 
O Jerusalem. Praise the Lord. 

Glory be to the Father , Sfc. 

As it was in the beginning , Sfc . 


A THANKSGIVING AFTER RECOVERY. 

f \ HOLY and immortal God, I 
” laud and praise thy holy 
name, that thou hast been pleased 
to deliver me from the jaws of 
death, and the pit of corruption, 
and in some measure restored me 
again to my former health, crown- 
ing me with thy mercy and lov- 
ing-kindness : my soul and all that 
is within me shall magnify thee : 
I will praise thee, O Lord, with 
my whole heart, I will extol thee, 
O thou that dwellest in the hea- 
vens. 
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II. It is thou alone that hast 
preserved my life from destruc- 
tion : Thou didst cast me down 
upon my bed of sickness, and 
hast raised me up again by thy 
almighty power : thou hast chast- 
ened and corrected me, but not 
given me over unto death. My 
time is in thine hand, O God, thou 
art the God of the spirits of dll 
flesh ; grant that this remnant of 
life, that thou hast thus gracious- 
ly spared, may be whplly dedi- 
cated to thy service, that I may 
walk before thee in newness and 
.amendment of life. 

III. O thou that art the only 
physician of soul and body, thou 
hast once more permitted me to 
.take up my bed, and walk ; O 
make me strictly careful, as the 
watches of the night, to be vigi- 
lant over all my thoughts, words, 
and actions, that I may sin no 
more, lest a worse thing happen 
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unto me. Let not this great mer- 
cy thou hast now given me, make 
me supine and negligent, and en- 
tertain those thoughts, that my 
Lord delayeth his coming: but 
grant, I beseech thee, that I may 
make a right use of this thy fa- 
therly chastisement, and employ 
the remainder of my life to thy 
glory. 

IV. I have found by experience 
of thy afflicting hand, what a 
dreadful thing it is to be snatched 
away by the hands of death, with- 
out our accounts, and unprepared : 
O let it be a perpetual admonition 
to me, to stand upon my guard, 
and to watch for my Master’s 
coming 5 and whenever the plea- 
sures of sin, which endure but 
for a season, shall present them- 
selves to entice and allure me, 
make me to remember the bit- 
terness of them at last. Lord, 
hear me, and grant me grace to 
work out my own salvation. 
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for thy dear Son’s sake. Amen . 

A PRAYER FIT TO BE SAID AT ANY 
TIME. 

MOST gracious and power- 
ful Lord God, who createdst 
all things out of nothing, and 
supportest the whole universe by 
thy providence; I confess, O 
Lord, 1 wa3 conceived in original 
sin, and am now full of actual 
transgressions. 

II. But I know blessed Jesus, 
thy grace is sufficient for me; 
thy mercy can express itself in 
my misery. I know and confess 
O Loftl, that my sins are exceed- 
ing many, mighty, and heinous, 
yet thy mercy is far greater ; for 
thou art infinite in mercy; but I 
cannot be infinite in sinning ; and 
the righteousness of Christ Jesus 
the righteous, is more prevalent 
for me than my own unrighte- 
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ousness can be against myself. 

III. The fountain of thy mercy 
O God, hath quenched the fire 
of thy justice, and graceless man 
falling from goodness, is by thee 
repossessed of greatness. Where- 
fore I humbly beseech thee, O 
Lord, give me the grace of con- 
tinual thankfulness, strengthen 
my weakness, correct my sinful- 
ness, direct my future frailty, 
protect me against the adversary, 
kindle my zeal, enlighten my un- 
derstanding, soften my stony 
heart, and save for ever my im- 
mortal soul. 

IV. And though my whole life, 
G Lord, hath been impure and 
defiled in thy sight, yet through 
thy precious blood and passion, 
by thy all-sufficient sacrifice, obli- 
gation, and satisfaction, avert my 
deserved punishment, and con- 
vert my past evils topresent good 
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and future joys, in thine eternal 
and most glorious kingdom. 

V. Pardon, good Lord, my loss* 
of time, my abuse of thy good 
ereatures, my negligence in my 
lawful employment; my unthank- 
fulness of thy loving kindness; 
and whatsoever is wanting in 
my person, practice, prayer, or 
thanksgiving, make a supply of 
it in the merits of thy Son Jesufr 
Christ : to whom, with thee and 
thy blessed Spirit, be all praise 
and glory, now and evermore. 
Amen . 

PRAYERS 

For all Persons and Occasions . 


PRAYER FOR THE CHURCH. 


i 


A LMIGHTY and everlasting 
God, Who hast revealed thy 
glory both to Jews, and Gentiles , 


] 20 Prayer for the Church. 

in our Lord Jesus Christ; extend 
thy providence and mercy over 
all the world, that thy church 
may spread like a flourishing vine, 
and enlarge her borders to the 
uttermost parts of the earth, that 
all nations partaking of the re- 
freshments of thy gospel, thy 
name may be glorified, the ho- 
nour of our Lord Jesus advanced, 
his prophecies fulfilled, and his 
coming hastened. 

II. Bless, O Lord, thy holy ca- 
tholic and apostolick church, with 
all blessings of comfort, assist- 
ance and preservation : extirpate 
heresies ; unite her divisions ; 
give her patience and perseve- 
rance in the faith, and confession 
of thy name, in despite of all her 
enemies, temptations, and dis- 
advantages; destroy all' wicked 
counsels intended or levied a- 
gainst her or any of her children, 
by the devil or any of his accursed 
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instruments : let the bands of thy 
grace and mercy lead her from 
this vale of misery to the trium- 
phant throne of her Lord and Sa- 
viour Jesus Christ. Atnen . 

A PRAYER FOR THE KING. 

TTlfE beseech thee, O Lord, to 
* * bless and preserve thy ser- 
vant George , our most gracious 
king and governor, with the rich- 
est blessings of thy grace and fa- 
vour : Be unto him a helmet of 
salvation against the face of his 
enemies ; and a strong tower of 
defence in the time of adversity ; 
as for his enemies, let them be 
clothed with shame, but upon 
himself let his crown for ever 
flourish. Grant him a long and 
prosperous reign ; let peace and 
unity, holiness and justice, truth 
and all Christian virtues, flourish 
in his time. Let all his subjects 
aithfully serve him with honour 
i 
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and due obedience ; and let him 
so truly serve thee, his God, here 
on earth, that he may hereafter 
everlastingly reign with thee in 
heaVen, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen . 

A PRAYER FOR THE ROYAL FAMILY. 

f \ GOD, the Father of all mer- > 
^ cies, bless and preserve all 
the royal family 5 unite themun- , 
to thee with the bands of faith 
and love, preserve them to their 
lives end in thy faith, make them 
instruments of glory to thy name, 
of refreshment to the church, of 
joy to all faithful people of this 
kingdom ; prosper them with all 
happiness here on earth, and 
crown them at last with an eter- 
nal weight of glory, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord* Amen . 
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A PRAYER FOR OUR PARENTS. 

ALMIGHTY God, who from 
the loins of our first parents 
Adam and Eve, didst produce 
mankind, and hast commanded 
us to honour and obey our pa- 
rents; in pursuance of thy holy 
will and commandment, and of 
our duty to thee our God, and 
in thee to them, we do with all 
humility beg a blessing of thee 
for our parents, who from thy 
mercy and plenty, have conveyed 
mauy to us ; pardon and forgive 
all their sins and infirmities, in- 
crease in them all goodness, give 
them blessings of the right hand, 
and blessings of the left; bless 
them in their persons and poste- 
rity, in their goods and good 
name, in the comforts of thy holy 
Spirit, in a persevering goodness, 
and at last in an eternal weight of 
glory, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
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A PRAYER OF PARENTS FOR THEIR 
CHILDREN. 

/"k GOD, the Creator of all the 
^ world, by whose providence 
mankind is propagated : I bless 
thy holy name for bestowing on 
me the blessing of children. 
Lord, bless them with life and 
health, with good understanding, 
fair opportunities and advantages 
of good education ; but above all, 
with thy holy Spirit, that they may 
live and be blessed under thy pro- 
tection, grow in grace, and be in 
favour with God and man, and at 
last may make up the number of 
thine elect children, through Je- 
sus Christ our Lord. Amen • 


A PRATER FOR OUR FRIENDS AND 
BENEFACTORS. 


o 


THOU fountain of all good- 
ness, from whom proceeds 
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all excellency both to men and 
angels, extend thy favour and 
loving kindness to all my friends 
and benefactors* Reward them, 
and make them a plentiful com- 
pensation for all the benefits, 
which from thy merciful hand of 
providence they have conveyed 
unto me. Let the light of thy 
countenance so shine upon them, 
as they may never enter into any 
desolation or affliction, but such 
as may be instrumental to thy 
glory, and their eternal comfort, 
through our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 

A PRAYER OF A WIFE FOR HER 
HUSBAND. 

T> LESS ED Lord, who hast been 
graciously pleased to call me 
to the holy state of matrimony, 
bless me in it with the grace of 
charity, loyalty, obedience, and a 
dutiful complacency to my hus- 
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band. Bless him with a long life, 
a healthy body, and an under- 
standing heart ; and furnish him 
with all those gifts and graces 
which may enable him to be and 
continue thy servant, that he may 
be a supporter and a guide to me 
his wife, a blessing and a comfort 
to his children, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen . 

A PRAYER OF A HUSBAND FOR HIS 
WIFE. 

MOST gracious God, who 
v art a father to us thy chil- 
dren, a spouse to thy holy church, 
a Saviour and Redeemer to all 
mankind ; have mercy upon thy 
handmaid my wife ; endue her 
with all the ornaments of thy 
heavenly grace ; that being filled 
with grace and benediction here, 
she may be partaker of thy glory 
hereafter, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen . 
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A PRAYER OF AN ORPHAN. 

GOD, gracious and merciful, 

who art ready to succour all 
those that are distressed, and hast 
promised to be a Father to the 
fatherless : have mercy upon me, 
O Lord, I humbly beseech thee, 
who am left a poor orphan, and 
by thy heavenly will and pleasure, 
deprived of my earthly parents : 
supply, O Lord, all my wants and 
necessities ; guide, govern, and 
comfort me with thy good Spirit, 
that in all my words, works, and 
actions, I may glorify thee my 
heavenly father. Let thy heavenly 
grace sustain me, and work in me 
obedience to my superiors, and 
those who have the charge and 
care over me ; that they dis- 
charging a good conscience to- 
wards me, I may, by thy ready 
help, improve my time, to the 
praise and glory of tby holy name. 
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through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen . 


THU WIDOW’S PRAYER. 

MOST holy Lord God, the 
^ Comforter of all those who 
are in any affliction, sorrow, or 
trouble: the bonds of death, by 
thy appointment, have made a 
separation between me and him 
whom thou gavest to be my hus- 
band, who was my head and su- 
preme governor, and the only 
guide I had in this world next 
under thee. < Grant me grace to 
bear this cross and loss patiently, 
and to put my whole trust and 
confidence in thee; let thy tender 
care, go along with me, preserv- 
ing me from all oppression and 
wrong, and deliver me from the 
hands of those who would devour 
widow’s houses. Bless me, O 
Lord, as thou didst the poor wi- 
dow of Surepta , let not the barrel 
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of meal waste, but grant me a 
competency, fit for my estate; 
neither let the cruse of oil fail, 
but assist me with thy grace, that 
J may walk worthily towards 
thee, knd all the world. Let my 
continual prayers and supplica- 
tions ascend up to thee, and hear, 
O Lord, and have mercy when I 
cry unto thee, for the alone sake 
of thy dear Son, my only Saviour 
and Redeemer. Amen . 

THE servant’s PRAYER. 

MOST mighty God, and the 

great Lord and Master of all 
the world, who beholdest with 
thine all-seeing eye, thy great 
household and family here on 
earth ; look upon me thine un- 
worthy servant, 1 humbly beseech 
thee, with thine eye of providence, 
grant me a contented mind in 
that state thou hast placed me in, 
so shall I enjoy a continual feast : 
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assist me, O Lord, with thy hea- 
venly grace, that I may perform 
obedience, and may be subject to 
my earthly masters, whom thou 
hast been pleased to set over me, 
whether they be good or evil, 
courteous or froward. Prosper 
all the designs 1 shall take in 
hand, in this my servitude, which 
are not in opposition to thy com- 
mands: preserve and keep me 
from all evil, that no enticements 
may allure me, either to embezzle 
away any thing committed to my 
custody, or have society with such 
who are enemies to my master's 
house. Let me cheerfully pro- 
ceed in my service, that the glass 
of my time may run out with 
pleasure, and I in the end shall 
be made free of that city of thine, 
the New Jemsalem , where I may 
rest for evermore. Amen . 
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THE MAIDEN’S PRAYER. 

Q HOLY Lord God, let thine 
handmaid speak in thine 
audience, and hearken unto her 
when , she calleth upon thee. 
Though I know not how to ask 
aright, yet teach me the know- 
ledge of thee, and how to beg 
those things that are requisite 
and necessary for me. Enlighten 
my soul with thy divine inspira- 
tion, that I may see and do those 
things that appertain unto godli- 
ness. Let me keep my honest 
reputation in the eyes of the 
world, knowing that a good name 
is better than precious ointment : 
x but, especially in thy sight, let me 
be pure, honest, and undefiled, so 
shall I not be ashamed in the 
great day of account. Defend me 
from sin, Satan, and the poison 
of evil tongues; assist me with 
thy directing hand, that the la- 
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hours which this day I am to un- 
dertake, may prosper ; grant me 
grace to love, honour, and serve 
thee in holiness and righteousness 
all my days, that I may glorify thy 
holy name, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen . 

A PRAYJ5R FOR ONE AFEUCTED IN 
MINI). 

ETERNAL Lord God, who 

art fearful in praises, doing 
wonders, I tremble, and am even 
at death’s door ; for, alas ! 1 am 
the vilest of all sinners, my con- 
science is so clogged with evil, 
that I cannot look up ; my wick- 
ednesses have gone over my head, 
and are as a burthen then too 
heavy for me to bear ; my spirit 
is sorrowful, my heart is heavy, 
noy words are stopped with sighs, 
and my plaints watered with 
tears ; O hord, what shall I de- 
sire of thee, that deserve nothing 
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at thy hand ? What can I hope 
for, that am even hopeless ? My 
conscience is restless, and my 
ungodliness fettereth me, and 
even all my unrighteous actions 
cry out for vengeance against me ; 
my spirit is overwhelmed and 
weary of this bondage, and I have 
bid my life farewell. 

II. O but let thy Majesty, O 
Lord, yet appear in thy mercy ; 
forgive my sin the unhappy 
ground of all this woe : where 
my misery hath thus abounded, 
there let thy mercy much more 
abound; 1 dare not add this griev- 
ous sin unto my other sins, to * 
despair of thy mercy : what were 
more sacrilegious ? for thou art a 
skilful physician, and canst cure 
all my infirmities ; thou art a 
merciful God, and canst forgive 
all my sins : to thee do I fly for 
refuge, w r ho art the land of 
safety ; to thee do I lift Up my 
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hands and my heart, and to thee 
do I pray, desiring thy mercy. 
Let the power of thy Son’s death 
and passion defeat all the devices 
of the devil against me. 

III. Instruct me in thy heaven- 
ly wisdom, lead me in thy truth, 
in this dangerous sea of discon- 
tentment and affliction : keep me 
from shipwreck, and bring me 
safe to the land of peace. 
Strengthen my faith, sanctify all 
those good means unto me where- 
in I seek relief, as prayer, confer- 
ence, reading and hearing thy 
holy word. Mitigate my per- 
plexities, grant me patience, heal 
my imperfections : thou that wilt 
not break a bruised reed, spare 
and have mercy upon me ; thou 
that delightest not in the death of 
a sinner receive me ; though my 
heart condemns me, yet do thou 
release me. O Lord, hear, O 
Lord, forgive, O Lord, defer not. 





-<# Thanksgiving, S;c. 135 
but even now speak peace unto 
me, say unto my soul, I am thy 
salvation ; to whom be ascribed 
all honour and glory, world with- 
out end. Amen, 

A THANKSGIVING FOR GOD*S SEND* 
!NG HIS SON TO SAVE MANKIND. 

ALMIGHTY and most mer- 
ciful Lord God, we might 
utterly despair, and be cast down, 
considering our manifold sins and 
infinite offences, had not thy 
word been made flesh, and dwelt 
among us, but now we dare not 
despair ; for if, when we were 
enemies, we were reconciled unto 
thee by the death of thy Son, now 
much more, being reconciled, are 
we saved by his life ! All our 
hope, and all ew confidence is 
reposed in that precious blood, 
which was shed for us, and for 
our salvation. 
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II. O how greatly are we bound 
to fear thee, to love thee, to bless 
and praise thee, to honour thee, 
and to glorify thee ! seeing we 
are redeemed at such a price, 
saved .with such gifts, cherished 
with so many promises and bles- 
sings of the same, even thy Son 
our Lord Jesus Christ ! Establish, 
O God, that which thou hast 
wrought in us ; finish what thou 
hast begun, that we may be able 
to come into the fulness of thy 
mercy; make us through thy 
holy Spirit to understand, and 
through thy Son to discern, and 
with due honour reverence thy 
high mystery of godliness, how 
God was manifest in the flesh , 
justified in the Spirit , seen of an- 
gels, preached unto the gentiles, 
believed on in the world and re- 
ceived up into glory . Where we 
doubt not but we shall reign with 
him for evermore. Amen . 
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THE PRAYER OF A WOMAN WITH 
CHILD. 

GOD the Creator and Re- 
deemer of all mankind, com- 
forter of all that call upon thee, 
and the only deliverer of such as 
are in danger ; be merciful, I be- 
seech thee, and look down in 
mercy from thy throne upon the 
fruit of my womb ; behold, I seek 
and sue unto thee for a blessing 
at this time : my sin is great, my 
danger at hand not small; my 
pains to come will be grievous, 
and my life is now most uncertain. 

II. Assure me, I beseech thee, 
of the forgiveness of all my sins, 
mitigate my fear, and assuage my 
sorrows, strengthen me with the 
refreshing of thy Spirit, confirm 
me in the faith of my Saviour, 
and bless all good means appoint- 
ed for my comfort, that in due 

K 
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time I may be a joyful mother, 
and see the fruit of my body, safe, 
sound, and perfect, without ble- 
mish or deformity. 

III, . O Lord, I know not how 
soon my travail will overtake me, 
when 1 must encounter with life 
or death ! One drop of thy mer- 
cy hath sovereign power to cure 
all the wounds of those sorfows : 
shed therefore, O holy Father, 
that drop of grace upon me in 
that minute, when 1 am to en- 
counter with so stern an adver- 
sary: strengthen me with patience, 
preserve me that I perish not. 

IV. Let not the child yet unborn, 
the babe in my womb, be punish- 
ed for my offences, but give it 
growth, form, and what thou seest 
in thy good pleasure to be fit and 
necessary for it; and when the 
time is come that tbou wilt call 
it out of this close house of flesh, 
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where it now inhabiteth, to dwell 
in the open world, sanctify thy 
creature : make it by baptism a 
member of tby cburcb, a lamb of 
thy flock, and direct it in the 
ways of thy commandments to its 
life’s end. Amen, 

A THANKSGIVING BY THE WOMAN, 
AFTER DELIVERY. 

"OLESSED Lord God, I yield 
thee all honour, glory, and 
praise, who hast now delivered 
me from the great pain and peril 
of child-birth, who hast taken 
away my reproach, and made me 
an instrument to increase thy 
kingdom. It is in thy power to 
strike death into my womb, but 
thou hast given me a doable life; 
all mine anguishes thou hast 
sweetened with gladness. Con- 
tinue thy mercies and favours to 
me thy servant, that my lips may- 
render thee my hearty thanks. 
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II. Look upon this my infant, 
which thou hast given me; pre- 
serve it in health, quicken it with 
grace, ^jrown it with long life, 
that it may grow up to be a ser- 
vant in thine household : send the 
father of it and me much comfort 
by it, that it maybe a staff, to our 
old age: bless it with store of 
friends in this world, and be thou 
a chief friend to it for evermore. 

III. And for its better growth 
in grace, feed it with the ; milk of 
thy holy word, defend it froimall 
dangers ghostly and bodily : 
guard me, and regard this my 
birth, that Satan rule not, .qor 
reigg within us, but deliver us 
still but of his jaws, as a bird out 
of the mare of the fowler ; let thy 
blessing, O Lord, be upon me and 
my children, and evermore keep 
and defend us. Amen . 
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A THANKSGIVING AFTER A DELI- 
VERANCE FROM ANY CALAMITY. 

A LMIGHTY and everlasting 
-^God, who hast suffered thv 
church so to be tempted with a£ 
dictions, that it is never free either 
from the sword of Ishmael, which 
is a reviling tongue, or the sword of 
Esau, a persecuting hand; having 
taught us all to drink of the same 
cup our Master did ; strengthen 
„ me with patience, direct me by 
thy Spirit, and uphold me by 
faith. Though troubles are many 
and increase daily, yet thou, O 
Lord, knowest how to deliver us 
out of all ; heaviness may endure 
for a night, but joy will come in 
the morning . Doubtless there is 
a reward for the righteous, and a 
rod for the wicked. 

II. I have lately tasted of thy 
goodness, O Lord, I have now 
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been sensible of thy mercy in 
great measure by this great de- 
liverance. I have had the expe- 
rience many times of thy loving- 
kindness, but never more tfian in 
thy late favours. Thou hast put 
life again into my soul; theta hast 
not dealt with me according to 
tny sins, nor rewarded meaccorth- 
ing to mine iniquities. As high 
as the heaven is above the earth, 
so great is thy mercy towards 
them that fear thee ; since thy 
tnercy O Lord, bath been so great 
towards me, gralnt that I may 
love thee more zealously, fear 
thee more reverently, and they 
thee more carefully, all the days 
Of my life. Give me therefore 
patience in trouble, a constancy 
in hope, rotated fend grounded in 
love; and so bring me, © Lord, 
from this valley of tears to life 
everlasting. Amen . 


FINIS. 
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